
November 26, 2023 
Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Fighting the Good Fight with Faith 

 
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! ~ Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki!  

Слава Исусу Христу! Слава на вики! 

 
Propers for this Sunday: Resurrectional Tone 1, pp. 125 - 127 

 

Divine Services for the Week: 

SUN., NOV. 26 TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

    8:30 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY 

+ George David, offered by Prudy Peya 

SUN., DEC. 3 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

    8:30 A.M.  DIVINE LITURGY 

+ Julia Weber, 20th year after passing, offered by daughter Judy & Butch Dzumba 

 
Rejoice! You are free!  

The incarnation of the Word and his assumption of human nature took place for the overthrow 

of death, destruction and the envy harbored against us by the wicket Serpent, who was the first 

cause of evil. This is plainly proved to by the facts themselves. He set free the daughter of 

Abraham from her protracted sickness, calling out and saying, “Woman, you are loosed from 

your infirmity.” A speech most worthy of God, and full of supernatural power! With the royal 

inclination of His will He drives away the disease. He also lays his hands upon her. It says that 

she immediately was made straight. It is now also possible to see that His holy flesh bore in it 

the power and activity of God.  
(St. Cyril of Alexandria) 

 

“Come, O Jesus, our Savior, redeem and save us!” 
 

 

Happy Birthday Greetings: 

Nov. 26: Bonita Taylor, Dec. 1: Joseph Yurosky, Dec. 2: Amy Hagan 

Wedding Anniversaries: 

None for the week 

Please Pray For Our Sick and Shut-ins 
Eileen Batcha, Rebecca Dickun Marianne Dove, Jean Herdt, Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin Joray, Mary 
Ann Jugan, Neil Jugan, Mary Salamon 
 

Josephine Maruhnich – Beaver Elder Care (616 Golf Course Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001)  

Betty Polas – Apple Blossom Senior Living (125 Apple Blossom Way, #307, Moon Twp., PA 15108)  

Carol Huchko – Concordia at Villa St. Joseph (1040 State St, Baden, PA 15005)  

 
Epistle Readers – November 26: Prudy Peya – December 3: JoAnn Hersh 

Ushers – Stand in as needed 

Troica Holder s – November 26: M. Bobanic – December 3: F. Hersh 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Prefestive Troparion of the Natvity   

Bethlehem, make ready, Eden has been opened for all. Ephrathah, prepare 

yourself, for the Tree of Life has blossomed from the Virgin in the cave. Her 

womb has become a spiritual paradise in which divinity has been planted. If 

we partake of it, we shall live and not die like Adam. Christ is born to raise up 

the likeness that had fallen. 
 

 

“Come, O Jesus, our Savior, redeem and save us!” 
 

THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP 

November 26 – December 2,  2023 

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for: 

+ Lois & Phil Rossi 
(In Loving Memory) 

Offered By:  

Ed & Isabel Maruhnich 

http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/resources/holynpk2.gif


SAVE THE DATE: 

Christmas Dinner & Celebration 
Mark your calendar for Saturday, December 16, for the Christmas Dinner & Celebration for 

parishioners and friends of St. George and St. Mary parishes. Fr. Geoff will celebrate a special 

Saturday evening liturgy at 4:30 p.m. at St. George, followed by the celebration in the church 

hall. Expect great food and fellowship as well as music and entertainment, including a white 

elephant gift exchange game. Dinner is free, but donations will be accepted. Sign-up sheets are 

now in the narthex and center. Watch the bulletin for more details.     

Come, O Jesus, our Savior, redeem and save us! 
 

Christmas Market 

There is a “Vintage Christmas Market” set up in the Center. If there is anything 

you like, simply leave a donation for your purchase. Thank You! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note from Fr. Geoff 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

On this final Sunday of November - as we head into the hectic and hurried month of December, 

with all that involves in preparation for Christmas parties and celebrations - I would like to give 

you one more section of the beautiful Akathist of Thanksgiving as a meditation. 

 

The world often seems filled with discouragements, tragedies, losses, and bad news. But these 

"tempests," when seen in the light of eternity, pale in comparison to the grace of God for those 

who love him. St. Paul writes, "we know that all things work together for good for those who 

love God, who are called according to his purpose." (Romans 8.28) 

 

This same sentiment finds its way into the beautiful Akathist of Thanksgiving in the fifth 

Kontakion and Ikos: 

 

Life's tempests hold no dread 

for him in whose heart shines the lamp of your fire. 

All around, foul weather and gloom, horror and wailing of wind, 

but, in his soul, serenity and light. 

Christ is there! And the heart sings: Alleluia! 

I see your sky, starlit. 

O how rich you are, how manifold your worlds! 

Eternity looks down upon me in the rays of stars afar; 

I am so small, so unworthy, 

but the Lord is with me, 

his loving right hand guards me everywhere. 
 

Glory to you for your unceasing care for me. 

Glory to you for providential meetings with people. 

Glory to you for the love of relations, allegiance of friends. 

Glory to you for the shyness of beasts which serve me. 

Glory to you for the moments of light in my life. 

Glory to you for the manifest joys of the heart.  

Glory to you for the boon of life, to move and to think. 

Glory to you, O God, unto the ages! 
 

May your soul be given Christ's serenity and light; may the Lord be with you; and may you 

know his unceasing care for you and all those you love as we prepare for the Nativity of the 

Eternal Word. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Geoff 

 



 

Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost  
In our Gospel reading for today, we find Christ in the 

synagogue. He was teaching there on the Sabbath day. He saw 

a woman who had been ill for 18 years. She was bent over. 

For 18 years, all she could look at was the ground. Christ 

showed her great compassion. He called to her. “Woman,” he 

said, “You are loosed from your illness.” He laid hands on the 

woman. St. Luke the Evangelist tells us that immediately she 

was made straight. And she glorified God.  

This poor woman is so much like many of us in this life. Many 

people in the world are broken. They are bent over, so to 

speak, by the weight of living this life. They are bent over by 

life’s cares, sorrows, pressures. And even if we seem overwhelmed by our own cares – think 

of others. Think of those who might be worse off than we are. Think of the hungry, the 

naked, and the homeless. Think of mothers and fathers out of work. Human suffering is 

everywhere ant throughout this earth. There are many in this world who are bent over with 

the infirmity that is their own lives.  

Besides healing this woman Our Lord teaches us a valuable lesson. We witness that this act 

of healing of the poor bent woman was an act of love, an act of charity. Christ is telling the 

ruler of the synagogue and us that an act of love – can be done any time! This act of love 

done by Christ far transcends any law or any rule. This is a call for us to follow Christ in the 

same daring. We are called to dare to break away from our daily comforts and concerns. We 

are called to dare to reach out to those less fortunate. We are called to give and give, and 

give some more. We are called to give, as the expression goes, “until it hurts.” This is the 

way to follow Christ.  

And for those among us who feel crushed and bent over by the cares and worries of this 

life? It is to Christ Himself that we must turn. It is only Christ who can straighten our backs. 

It is only Christ who can make us look, not at the ground, but up to the heavens. This time 

of preparation for the arrival of Christ at Christmas is a time to not only to be ashamed of 

our way of life that keeps us bent over. It is to prepare for the great rejoicing at the glorious 

things being done by God. He sends His Son to straighten our lives so that we can join Him 

in straightening others.  

 

 

St. Philips Fast Nov.15 - Dec.24 

Preparing to Receive the King of Glory  

In this season of Advent, which is our preparation before the Feast of the 

Nativity of Christ, it is helpful for us to take the time to consider what we are 

truly preparing to celebrate in the first place. So what do we know about this 

Child and the reason for His coming into the world? This Child is the Son 

and Word of God – the very same Word of God Who was revealed in the Old 

Testament. This is the same Divine Logos Who appeared to Moses in the 

burning bush, and who wrestled with Jacob. This Second Person of the Holy 

Trinity was revealed in the Old Testament without flesh, without human 

nature; He appeared sometimes as an angel and other times as fire. He Who’s voice was heard by 

the righteous prophets now comes to earth, clothed in flesh. This child is the very same God; the 

very same Divine Logos Who is begotten of the Father before all time. There never was a time when 

He did not exist, but He was always with the Father, eternally begotten of Him and sharing His one 

essence, together with the Holy Spirit. This Child that we are preparing to behold – so defenseless, 

and so dependent on others to care for Him – is the same Person Who was transfigured in Divine 

glory on Mt Tabor. When we speak of “the baby Jesus,” This is Who we are referring to: The eternal 

and divine Logos of God, and it is His birth into this world that we will celebrate on Christmas.  

If the Twelve Days of Christmas (originally the days between the birth of Christ and Epiphany) has 

been given to us in order to celebrate the birth of Christ, then the forty days of Advent that come 

before it are meant to prepare us to celebrate properly. Think of it this way, if it was announced that 

a king was coming to your house for dinner in a month’s time, wouldn’t you begin right away with 

all of the preparations to receive such a guest? And wouldn’t you even complain that one month was 

not enough time to do all that would need to be done? Well, on Christmas, in a spiritual manner of 

speaking, we will be receiving a king – the King of Glory. How much more should we prepare the 

room of our heart to receive the Master of All? This is what Advent is: a time to prepare the “cave” 

or “manger” of our heart to receive the Savior. To do this we abstain from certain foods, while 

increasing our prayer life and almsgiving – not because God needs it – but because we do! These 

practices are pleasing to God, when they are done in His Name, and collectively they purify our 

hearts of self-centeredness, pride, and all the other things that separate us from Him. So I wish you 

all a good and profitable Advent! May the King of Glory, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity and 

Son of God, make each of us worthy to receive Him into our heart and celebrate His birth in a manner 

that is worthy of His Glory. Amen.  
- Fr. Vasili Hillhouse 

 
Sanctuary Candles for 2024  

The 2024 weekly sanctuary candle intentions are available for you to sponsor with your intention 

in memory of a deceased loved one or friend, or for the health and well-being of a friend or 

loved one.  Please see Joanne Futato at the candle table in the narthex if you wish to sponsor a 

weekly candle. 

2024 donation envelopes are now available in the narthex 



ST. GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001 

PASTOR: FATHER GEOFFREY MACKEY 
Fr. Geoffrey's Direct Line: (412) 356-3698 

OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742 
FAX: 724-375-8776 

ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652 
PARISH EMAIL: stgbyz@gmail.com 

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org  
Religious: Sr. Mary Virginia O’ Carm 

Holy Protection Convent, 1000 Clinton St. 724-378-0238 
Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, Louisa Hersh, David Klacik, Dan Pinchot      
Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff  -  Grounds Keepers: Rich Mudron, Rob Dzumba, Francis Hersh 

Holy Mystery of Reconciliation …….………………. Before and after Liturgies, or by appointment 
Holy Mysteries of Initiation ……..………………………..…………………..….. Contact the pastor 
Holy Mystery of Anointing …………… Contact the pastor prior to surgery or in the event of illness 
Holy Mystery of Marriage ……..............…………….. Contact the pastor six months prior to wedding 
Pirohi Sales …………………………………………….……………...….... 2nd Friday of each month 

St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club …………...….….………. Everyone welcome to participate 
Opportunities for Stewardship … …Church and grounds cleaning and maintenance: Every Saturday, 
Pirohi making: 2nd week of each month. 
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