
March 19, 2023 
Fourth Sunday of the Great Fast, St. John Climacus 

 
 

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Fighting the Good Fight with Faith 

 
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! - Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki! 

 
Propers for this Sunday: Resurrectional Tone 8: pg. 161 and Fourth Sunday of Lent: pp. 226 -227 

Typica: pp. 16-17, Beattitudes: pp. 23-24, St. Basil melodies: pg. 96 

 

Divine Services for the Week: 

SUN., MARCH 19 FOURTH SUNDAY of the GREAT FAST, St. John Climacus 

    8:30 A.M.    DIVINE LITURGY 

 + J. Robert Chabala, offered by Prudy Peya 

    3:00 P.M. TRI-STATE DEANERY LENTEN VESPERS & RITE of ANOINTING 

(At St. Mary: Wednesday, March 22, 6:00 PM, Divine Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts) 

FRI., MARCH 24 FIFTH FRIDAY of the GREAT FAST 

   6:00 P.M.  DIVINE LITURGY of the PRE-SANCTIFIED GIFTS 

(At St. Mary: Saturday, March 25, 9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy for the Annunciation) 

SUN., MARCH 26 FIFTH SUNDAY of the GREAT FAST,  

Synaxis of the Archangel Gabriel 

   8:30 A.M.  DIVINE LITURGY 
+ Carol Bobanic Barnett, offered by Butch & Judy Dzumba 

  (4:00 P.M  At St. Mary, Sunday Evening Vespers for the Great Fast) 

 
Having suffered the passion for us, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us 

 

Happy Birthday Greetings: 

March 21: Mary Ann Popovich, March 22: Caroline Gural 

 Wedding Anniversaries this Week: 

None for the week 

Please Pray For Our Sick and Shut-ins 
Eileen Batcha, Rebecca Dickun Marianne Dove, Jean Herdt, Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin Joray, Mary 
Ann Jugan, Neil Jugan, Mary Salamon 
 

Josephine Maruhnich – Beaver Elder Care (616 Golf Course Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001)  

Betty Polas – Apple Blossom Senior Living (125 Apple Blossom Way, #307, Moon Twp., PA 15108)  

Carol Huchko – Concordia at Villa St. Joseph (1040 State St, Baden, PA 15005)  

 
Epistle Readers – March 19: Louisa Hersh – March 26: JoAnn Hersh 

Ushers – Stand in as needed 

Troica Holders – March 19: J. Yurosky – March 26: F. Hersh 

If you would like to be a Trioca Holder, please see one of them following Liturgy.  
We could always use the help!

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

In the Epistle appointed for this Sunday, we learn about the “oath” which God has made with us. What is 

an oath? Saint Paul tells us in the epistle that it is a “promise,” a “guarantee,” a “sure and firm anchor of 

the soul,” the “final settlement” of disagreements. When two people swear an oath, they are promising to 

be of one mind regarding the thing promised. The oath is the outward sign of the interior union of the two 

parties. In the case of Jesus, the oath and promise that he makes with us is that he will take us with him 

beyond the “veil,” and make us partakers of the divine nature. In other words, Jesus promises us that He 

will give us His life. Today the Lord swears an oath to us that if we willingly die to our old selves through 

“prayer and fasting” and promise to give ourselves to him, then the demons of our former life will be cast 

out, that our sins will be washed away, and that we will rise with him in His resurrection on the third day. 

We have hope then, having promised our life to the Lord, that when the day of Pascha arrives, we who 

have died with him will receive a new life in him. 

 

THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP 

March 19 - 25, 2023 

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for: 
Our Parishioners 

Living and Deceased 

 

http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/resources/holynpk2.gif


 

Tri-State Deanery Lenten Vespers & Rite of Anointing, TODAY 

The Byzantine Catholic parishes of the Tri-State Deanery (Ambridge, Aliquippa, Avella, 

Canonsburg, and Weirton) will be holding a joint Lenten Vespers TODAY at 3:00 PM, here 

at St. George Church. Following the Vespers, we will offer Anointing of the Sick to our faithful. 

Additional prayers for healing with the laying on of hands will be made available by the clergy. 

All are warmly welcomed and encouraged to attend. This is a good opportunity to invite friends 

from other parishes or faith communities to show them the beauty and depth of our Byzantine 

traditions. 

Final Live Webinar of the Lenten Season 

THE INCARNATION AND THE CROSS 

Understanding Christ's Redemptive Act 

Monday, March 20th 8:00 – 9:00 PM 

It is no coincidence that the Great Feast of the Annunciation falls 

in the midst of the Great Fast, usually just before Great & Holy 

Week. This can seem odd sometimes, given our tendency to compartmentalize the events of 

Christ’s life, but it is essential that they be understood together. Join www.godwithusonline.org 

for a special one-night lecture to prepare for the Great Feast of the Annunciation and seek a 

deeper understanding of the important link between the Annunciation and Christ's sacrifice on 

the Cross as one redemptive act. Fr. David Anderson will show us how integrally the two events 

are tied together, for they make up one redemptive act. 

 
16th EGGstravaganza  

St. John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church in Uniontown will have 

their 16th EGGstravaganza on Sunday, March 26 from 12:00 noon – 

4:00 PM. Come and “experience the traditions”. Egg artists will 

demonstrate and sell eggs. There will be a Market Place with Pysanky 

supplies, Easter items, Easter crafts, basket covers, and other ethnic 

items. Children’s activities include storytelling, making Easter eggs, 

and other projects. There will also be a hands-on workshop for those 

interested in learning to make pysanky. A Lenten lunch menu will be available for purchase as 

well as an extensive bake sale table. Admission is free. St. John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic 

Church Social Hall, 201 E. Main St., Uniontown, PA. 724-438-1382. www.stjohnbaptist-

byzcath-uniontown.org & www.facebook.com/StJohnByzUniontown.  

 

Preterpivyj za nas strasti, Isuse Christe, Syne Bozij, pomiluj nas. 
 

 

A Note from Fr. Geoff 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

On the Fourth Sunday of the Great Fast, we always 

commemorate St. John Climacus (or St John "of the 

Ladder"). He was a monk in the desert of the Sinai 

Peninsula, having joined the monastery at 16 years 

old. He lived as a hermit at the foot of Mt. Sinai for 

many years and later in his life - in his 60s - he became 

the Abbot of what is now known as the St. Catherine's Monastery at Mt. Sinai.  
 

St. John was known for his wisdom in leading the monastery, but he is best 

known for his book, The Ladder of Divine Ascent. Written as a spiritual guide 

for monks and nuns, it is the only writing to ever have inspired its own icon. 

In the text, each "step" on the ladder is a virtue leading to heaven. In the icon, 

we see monks climbing a ladder to heaven, with Christ at the top, and demons 

attempting to pull the ascetics down to their demise. 

 

It is a harrowing and sobering image. It presents the reality of spiritual struggle 

as a stark parable. And it hearkens back to an image of a ladder that appears in 

Scripture. In the Book of Genesis, the Patriarch Jacob (later to be named 

Israel), after escaping his brother Esau's rage, finds himself in a wilderness 

place as the sun was going down.  

 

"Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he 
dreamed that there was a ladder set up on earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God 

were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him and said '...Know that I am with 

you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until 
I have done what I have promised you.' Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 'Surely the Lord is in 

this place - and I did not know it!'" (See Genesis 29.10-22) 

 

I have always thought this was an interesting image to place side-by-side with St. John's Ladder of Divine 

Ascent.  Because certainly God is at the top of the ladder - but he is also with us as we ascend it. And, if 

you will, he is also the Ladder itself, because how could we possibly ascend to heaven if he had not made 

a way? 
 

Last week, we observed the Veneration of the Holy Cross. In a very real way, the Cross of Calvary 

is our Ladder of Divine Ascent.  It is the means by which Christ has opened the way to paradise. It is the 

gate to heaven. It is the way that we all - "forefathers, fathers, patriarchs, prophets, apostles, preachers, 

evangelists, martyrs, confessors, teachers," and all of us regular folks - can enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 

In the words of an 18th century English carol: Alleluia to Jesus who died on the tree and has raised up 

a ladder of mercy for me! 

Praise the Lord for his Ladder of Mercy, by which we can be saved. 

Yours in Christ, 

 Fr. Geoff 

http://www.godwithusonline.org/
http://www.stjohnbaptist-byzcath-uniontown.org/
http://www.stjohnbaptist-byzcath-uniontown.org/
http://www.facebook.com/StJohnByzUniontown


 

Fourth Sunday of the Great Fast  
In today’s Gospel reading we see a father coming to Jesus to ask 

for help to heal his son. The son had an evil spirit in him, which 

made him foam at the mouth and gnash his teeth. The evil spirit 

did horrible things like throwing the young man into the fire and 

into the water to try to destroy him. Jesus asks the father to believe 

and tells him that all things are possible to the person who 

believes. The father, with tears, says a beautiful thing: “I believe, 

help my unbelief!” Jesus told the evil spirit to leave the young 

man, and it did. But the young man was so still; he looked like he 

was dead. Immediately Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him 

up, and the young man stood up. Later, the disciples asked Jesus 

privately why they could not cast out this evil spirit. Jesus told 

them that this kind of demon cannot be cast out without prayer and fasting. Later, Jesus told 

them that he would be killed and that he would rise on the third day, but they did not understand 

yet what He meant, and they were afraid to ask Him  

 
FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION – March 25  
It was only through Mary that God the Father gave his only-

begotten Son to the world. Whatever sighs the patriarchs may have 

sent forth, whatever prayers the prophets and the saints of the Old 

Covenant may have offered up to obtain this treasure for four 

thousand years, it was only Mary who merited it and found grace 

before God by the force of her prayers and eminence of her virtues. 

The world was unworthy, says St. Augustine, to receive the Son of 

God directly from the Father’s hands. He gave him to Mary in 

order that the world might receive him through her.  

The Son of God became Man for our salvation. But it happened in 

Mary and by Mary. God the Holy Spirit formed Jesus Christ in Mary. But it was only after 

having asked her consent by one of the angelic first ministers of his court.  

God the Father communicated to Mary his fruitfulness, to the extent that a mere creature was 

capable of it, in order that he might give her the power to produce his Son and all the members 

of his Mystical Body. God the Son descended into her virginal womb as the New Adam into his 

terrestrial paradise, to take his pleasure there, and to work in secret marvels of grace.  

-St. Louis de Montfort 

 

 

St. John of the Ladder  
The Sunday of St. John of the Ladder (Climacus) is the fourth 

Sunday of The Great Fast It commemorates St. John Climacus 

(+ 649 ad), the author of the work The Ladder of Divine 

Ascent. Each of the Sundays of The Great Fast has a special 

theme. This Sunday’s theme is St John’s witness to the real 

spiritual struggle needed for entrance into God's Kingdom. It 

also is encouragement for the faithful to keep the goal of their 

Lenten efforts, for according to the Lord, only "he who endures 

to the end will be saved" (Mt 24:13). The Ladder describes 

how to raise one's soul and body to God through the acquisition of ascetic virtues. Climacus 

uses the analogy of Jacob's Ladder as the framework for his spiritual teaching. Each chapter is 

referred to as a "step", and deals with a separate spiritual subject. There are thirty Steps of the 

ladder, which correspond to the age of Jesus at his baptism and the beginning of his earthly 

ministry. Within the general framework of a 'ladder', Climacus' book falls into three sections. 

The first seven Steps concern general virtues necessary for the ascetic life, while the next 

nineteen (Steps 8-26) give instruction on overcoming vices and building their corresponding 

virtues. The final four Steps concern the higher virtues toward which the ascetic life aims. The 

final rung of the ladder—beyond prayer, stillness, and even dispassion is love. 

 
It's Never too Late 

"If any have arrived at the sixth hour, let him not be afraid of being too late; for he shall suffer 

no loss. If any have delayed until the ninth, let him not hesitate but draw near. If any have tarried 

even until the eleventh hour, let him not fear on account of his lateness; for the Lord, who is 

gracious, receives the last even as the first." 

It is never too late, to pick up and begin again, or to begin at all. 

 
“Ascend, brothers, ascend eagerly, and be resolved in your hearts to ascend and hear Him who 

says: Come and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord and to the house of our God, who makes 

our feet like hind’s feet, and sets us on high places, that we may be victorious with His song. 

Run, I beseech you, with him who said: Let us hasten until we attain to the unity of faith and of 

the knowledge of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 

who, when He was baptized in the thirtieth year of His visible age, attained the thirtieth step in 

the spiritual ladder; since God is indeed love, to whom be praise, dominion, power, in whom is 

and was and will be the cause of all goodness throughout infinite ages. Amen. 



ST. GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001 
PASTOR: FATHER GEOFFREY MACKEY 

Fr. Geoffrey's Direct Line: (412) 356-3698 
OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742 

FAX: 724-375-8776 
ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652 

PARISH EMAIL: stgbyz@gmail.com 
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org  

Religious: Sr. Mary Virginia O’ Carm 
Holy Protection Convent, 1000 Clinton St. 724-378-0238 

Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, Louisa Hersh, David Klacik         Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff 
Grounds Keepers: Rich Mudron, Rob Dzumba, Francis Hersh 

Holy Mystery of Reconciliation …….………………. Before and after Liturgies, or by appointment 
Holy Mysteries of Initiation ……..………………………..…………………..….. Contact the pastor 
Holy Mystery of Anointing …………… Contact the pastor prior to surgery or in the event of illness 
Holy Mystery of Marriage ……..............…………….. Contact the pastor six months prior to wedding 
Pirohi Sales …………………………………………….……………...….... 2nd Friday of each month 

St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club …………...….….………. Everyone welcome to participate 
Opportunities for Stewardship … …Church and grounds cleaning and maintenance: Every Saturday, 
Pirohi making: 2nd week of each month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org/
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