
October 16, 2022 
Sunday of the Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council 

 
 

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Fighting the Good Fight with Faith 

 
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! - Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki! 

Слава Исусу Христу! Слава на вики! 

 
Propers for this Sunday: Resurrectional Tone 2: pg. 130 & for the 7th Ecumenical Council pp. 263 - 264

 

Divine Services for the Week: 

SUN., OCT. 16 SUNDAY of the FATHERS of the 7TH ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 

     8:30 A.M.    DIVINE LITURGY 
 + George Seech, offered by sister, Mary Elizabeth Olack 

SUN., OCT. 23 TWENTIETH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

   8:30 A.M.    DIVINE LITURGY 
 + Joseph M. Haber, offered by Sister, Darlene & John Simunick 

 
How deeply is the Lord rooted in you?  

This good seed is worthy of admiration. Rich and well-productive land brings froth fruit a 

hundredfold. They say that the best soils sometimes under cultivation produce a hundredfold, 

so this is a mark of every fertile and productive spot. One of the holy prophets said from the 

mouth of God, “And all nations shall congratulate you because you are a desirable land.” (Mal 

3:12) When the divine word falls upon a pure mind skillful in cleansing itself from things hurtful, 

it fixes its root deeply and shoots up like an ear of corn. It brings its fruit to perfection being 

strong in blade and beautifully flowered.  

(St. Cyril of Alexandria) 

Thank you to our Pirohi workers for all of your hard work this past week. We can’t 

do our Pirohi Project without your help and support (and our customers)!  
 

 

Happy Birthday Greetings: 

October 17: Dorothy Hagan, October 20: Erin Zimmerman 

Wedding Anniversaries: 

October 19: Darlene & John Simunick, Daniel & Erin Zimmerman 

Please Pray For Our Sick and Shut-ins 
Eileen Batcha, Rebecca Dickun Marianne Dove, Jean Herdt, Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin Joray, Mary 
Ann Jugan, Neil Jugan, Mary Salamon 
 

Josephine Maruhnich – Beaver Elder Care (616 Golf Course Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001)  

Betty Polas – Apple Blossom Senior Living (125 Apple Blossom Wy, #307, Moon Twp., PA 15108)  

Carol Huchko – Concordia at Villa St. Joseph (1040 State St, Baden, PA 15005)  

 
Epistle Readers – Oct. 16:  JoAnn Hersh – Oct.23: Louisa Hersh 

Ushers – Stand in as needed 

Troica Holders – Oct.16: F. Hersh – Oct. 23: R. Mudron

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
The Devil Removes the Word of Catechesis 

When you come out of the church, do not begin to be distracted toward empty and useless 

matters, lest the devil come and find you occupied with them. It is like when a crow finds on the 

plain a grain of wheat, before it has been covered with earth, and picks it up and flies off. The 

devil removes the memory of these words of catechetical lectures from your hearts, and you find 

yourselves empty and deprived of beneficial teaching.  

Symeon the New Theologian: Discourse 30.1

 

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! 
Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki!  

Слава Исусу Христу! Слава на вики! 

THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP 

October 16 - 22, 2022 

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for: 

The Parishioners 

http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/resources/holynpk2.gif


 

During this respect life month, let us pray: 

That the life of every human person, from conception to natural death, 

might be protected in our laws and cherished in our hearts;  

Let us pray to the Lord: Lord have Mercy. 

Online Bible Study Opportunity Continues:  
Live Webinar from www.godwithusonline.org detailed below: 

Wednesday October 19, 8 - 9 p.m. ET 

Watch from the comfort of your home! 

God With Us Online is presenting a webinar Bible study with Fr. Sebastian Carnazzo, 

PhD, SPEAKING TRUTH TO POWER, An Introduction to the Holy Prophets . The first two 

Studies began took place on October 5 & 12 and a recording of the classes can be watched at 

www.godwithusonline.org to catch up. The final class is on October 19. 

Who were these holy prophets that “through faith conquered kingdoms... received promises, stopped 

the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire... put armies to flight” (Cf Heb. 13:32-34)? Join GWU 

over the next three weeks and learn the stories of these great Old Testament saints with Fr. Sebastian! 

MAKE SURE TO BRING YOUR BIBLE!  

 
Free Christmas Day Dinner in Beaver Falls 

Christian Assembly in Beaver Falls will be hosting their 29th annual Free Christmas Day Dinner so 

that folks without family or friends will not have to be lonely or hungry on Christmas Day. They are 

looking for donations of warm clothing (gloves, hats, and socks) for all ages, birth to adult. If you'd 

like to donate, please call their CARE Outreach ministry at 724-846-3751. If you'd like to volunteer, 

please contact Darcy Casey at 724-622-3126. 

 

40th Annual Carpatho-Rusyn Celebration  

On Sunday, October 30, St. John the Baptist Church in Uniontown, PA, located at 201 E. Main 

Street, is reviving its annual ethnic festival in the Parish Social Hall from Noon to 6:00 pm. There 

will be ethnic foods such as holubki, pirohi, halushki, kolbasi and sauerkraut, soup, potato pancakes, 

pagach, baked goods and much more. This annual event will include musical entertainment 

throughout the day and a speaker and/or video presentation on Rusyn culture and customs (program 

subject to change). A display of artifacts, authentic costumes, photographs, and documents, and 

assistance with genealogical questions. There will be pysanky, iconography, wood burning, bobbin 

lace making, and folk-art demonstrations, music, church tours, children’s activities (including egg 

art, cookie decorating, coloring/craft projects, and storytelling), crafts, parish cookbooks, raffles, 

videos, and much more. Handicapped accessible. Admission is free.  

For information call 724-438-1382 M-F 9 AM-3 PM, (leave message) 

 

A Note from Father Geoff 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

After we sing the Troparion and Kontakion in the Divine Liturgy, we come to the Trisagion, 

a hymn whose name literally means "thrice-holy." (See Isaiah 6:30 and Revelation 4:8) 

Originally, it was the hymn used at the beginning of the Liturgy. Except on certain occasions 

when it is replaced by another hymn, the Trisagion is a very prominent part of our Byzantine 

tradition. The origins of this hymn are shrouded in mystery. Two pious stories are put forth 

regarding the hymn. 

The traditional story in the Byzantine churches is that, in the 5th century, there was an 

earthquake in Constantinople. When the people came together to pray for God's aid, a child 

was miraculously lifted into heaven, where he heard the hymn: Holy God, Holy and Mighty, 

Holy and Immortal, have mercy on us! And he taught it to all the people. 

The Oriental Orthodox Churches (Coptic and Armenian) have a different story. They hold 

that the Trisagion originated with St. Nicodemus, when he and St. Joseph of Arimathea took 

Christ's body down from the Cross. According to this legend, as they took down the body, 

Nicodemus saw Christ's eyes open, and exclaimed this hymn for the very first time. 

Whatever the origins of this venerable and memorable hymn, it is a profound exclamation 

of our belief in the Holy Trinity and the Trinity's mercy and loving-kindness.  In it - as we 

recite it three times - we affirm that God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And we affirm that 

all three Persons of the Trinity are holy, are God, are almighty, and are without beginning 

or end. And we pray, as we so often do, for the mercy of God. 

This hymn later found its way into the Latin Church's traditional Good Friday Liturgy and 

in the 20th century it was also adopted for use in the liturgies of some Anglican and 

Protestant groups as well. 

Each week, as we come together to hear God's Word and partake of the Blessed Sacrament, 

we affirm our belief in the one and only God, who is expressed perfectly in the divine image 

of Jesus Christ, and is made present to us by the Holy Spirit. To God be the glory for ever 

and ever.  

Yours in the Trinity, 

Fr. Geoff  

http://www.godwithusonline.org/
https://godwithusonline.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8bde1727a638c029d5ccc4d70&id=d87251cda9&e=056c30a82e
http://www.godwithusonline.org/


 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
One of the most fertile areas in Galilee is the Plain of Gennesaret. It lies on the 

northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee, near Capernaum. Jesus often spoke to 

large crowds in these fields, and the plain’s abundance inspired many of His 

stories about the nature of God’s kingdom. In this setting, such a parable was 

related in today’s Gospel (Luke 8: 5-15) about a Sower. It is quite likely that 

Jesus may have been looking at some sower sowing his seed as He spoke, using 

a familiar scene from Palestinian life.  

Farming methods in the Near East were and still are crude and primitive. 

Having broken the soil by surface plowing, the sower simply walked through 

the field scattering seed on either side of him by the handful. He did not expect 

all of it to take root. Some would inevitable fall on the beaten path instead of the plowed area and thus 

remain on the surface to be trampled on by passersby or eaten by birds. Some would be scattered in areas 

where there is only a thin layer of soil over bedrock: this is the geological condition of much of the land 

of Palestine. In such ground the rain does not seep away quickly into the ground so that the excess 

moisture would cause the seed to germinate immediately and begin to grow. But it would be a premature 

growth that could not last; the sun and the plant’s lack of roots would soon finish it off. Still other seed 

would fall among thorns, which rob the soil of its nourishment and choke off the growth of the grain. 

Finally the rest of the seed – the bulk of it – would fall where the sower wanted it to fall, in his good 

ground where it would germinate successfully in good measure.  

This parable was a riddle to the disciples and the Jews. Jesus developed His teaching by solving the 

riddle. The fate of the word of God depends on the disposition of its receptor.  

The hardened pathway represents the closed mind which shuts out God’s instruction. The shallow, rocky 

ground represents those who accept the word but who never reflect on it, who fail to realize its 

consequences and who, therefore, collapse (wither) when challenged. The thorny ground stands for those 

whose lives are so busy that the things of God are crowded out by cares, responsibilities, selfish pleasures, 

human projects – a whole multiplicity of occupation which an individual may allow to stifle God’s voice.  

The good ground is a fertile disposition in the hearer to do three things. First, to listen attentively. Second, 

to keep what he heard in his mind and heart and think it over until he discovers its meaning for himself. 

Third, he puts what he has heard into action.  

Jesus’ exclamation, “Listen, anyone who has ears to hear” (Vs. 8), is a fitting invitation to respond to the 

message of the parable, positively or negatively: either spiritual fruitfulness or barrenness; spiritual 

abundance or poverty; eternal salvation or reprobation. The fascinating parable of the Sower is an 

exhortation to perseverance and an encouragement to banish any thought of despair in the conviction that 

no setback, disappointment or loss can trouble us when our faith is well-rooted in God’s word.  

The word as seed invites the hearer to examine self and test self in terms of the seeds’ bearing fruit.  

How well do we LISTEN as the entire Divine Liturgy – not only the Epistle and Gospel – speaks to us 

of the mysteries that should be the substance of our living in Christ Jesus?  

By Rev. John T. Sekellick, J.C.L.  

 

The Holy Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council 
Today our Holy Church remembers the 350 holy Fathers of the 

Seventh Ecumenical Council under the holy Patriarch Tarasios. 

The Council of 787, the second to meet at Nicea, refuted the 

Iconoclast heresy during the reign of Empress Irene and her son 

Constantine Porphyrogenitos.  

 

This Council decreed that the veneration of Icons was not idolatry 

(Exodus 20:4-5), because the honor shown to them is not directed 

to the wood or paint, but passes to the prototype the person 

depicted). It also upheld the possibility of depicting Christ, Who 

became man and took flesh at His Incarnation. The Father, on the 

other hand, cannot be represented in His eternal nature, because 

“no man has seen God at any time” (Jn 1:18).  

 

Since this Council, the use of Icons has been an important aspect 

of our prayer lives till this very day. In our Eastern Church we have 

inherited the practice of having an Icon corner in our Domestic Churches-our households. The 

Icon corner should be part of every Eastern Christian home in order to enhance daily prayer.  

 

It is customary to have an Icon corner located in a special place. It is a graphic proclamation that 

the family is committed to the Christian life and the life in the heavenly kingdom. This is the 

place where the family Icon is enshrined and where the family gathers for prayer. This is a 

reminder that the home is a Domestic Church.  

 

Usually, the Icon corner faces east so that when we pray facing the Icons, we are facing east, 

the direction of the rising sun – the direction of Christ’s Light. Prominent are the Icons of 

Christ and the Theotokos. These are sometimes surrounded by Icons of the patron Saints of the 

parents and of the children. Since Icons are sacred images revealing the special presence of the 

holy ones depicted in them, a votive lamp, traditionally suspended from the ceiling, or a 

candle placed on a shelf before the Icon is usually burning before the Icon, especially during 

prayer. The face of a true Icon is written in such a way as to reflect the light of the candle or 

lamp and remind us of the way the person depicted reflected the grace of the Holy Spirit 

within them. 

 
There should be images in the churches of the faithful, especially the images of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and of the Holy Mother of God, of every kind of material, both gold and silver and of 

every color, so that his incarnation may be set forth for all. Let there also be painted the lives 

of the Saints and Prophets and Martyrs, so their struggles and agonies may be set forth for the 

stirring up and teaching of the people, especially of the unlearned. 

St. Theodosius to the Second Council of Nicea 



ST. GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001 
PASTOR: FATHER GEOFFREY MACKEY 

Fr. Geoffrey's Direct Line: (412) 356-3698 
OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742 

FAX: 724-375-8776 
ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652 

PARISH EMAIL: stgbyz@gmail.com 
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org  

Religious: Sr. Mary Virginia O’ Carm 
Holy Protection Convent, 1000 Clinton St. 724-378-0238 

Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, Louisa Hersh, David Klacik         Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff 
Grounds Keepers: Rich Mudron, Rob Dzumba, Francis Hersh 

Holy Mystery of Reconciliation …….………………. Before and after Liturgies, or by appointment 
Holy Mysteries of Initiation ……..………………………..…………………..….. Contact the pastor 
Holy Mystery of Anointing …………… Contact the pastor prior to surgery or in the event of illness 
Holy Mystery of Marriage ……..............…………….. Contact the pastor six months prior to wedding 
Pirohi Sales …………………………………………….……………...….... 2nd Friday of each month 

St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club …………...….….………. Everyone welcome to participate 
Opportunities for Stewardship … …Church and grounds cleaning and maintenance: Every Saturday, 
Pirohi making: 2nd week of each month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org/
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