August 7, 2022
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Post-Festive Day of the Transfiguration

Happy Birthday Greetings:
None for the week

Wedding Anniversaries:
None for the week

Please Pray For Our Sick and Shut-ins

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Fighting the Good Fight with Faith

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! - Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki!
Слава Исусу Христу! Слава на вики!
Propers for this Sunday: Resurrectional tone 8, Pg. 161. For the Transfiguration: see pg. 350

Divine Services for the Week:
SUN., AUG. 7
8:30 A.M.

NINTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST
Post-Festive Day of the Transfiguration
DIVINE LITURGY
+ Ann Trombulak, offered by Rich Mudron

AUG. 8 – 12
8:00 A.M.

For the Dormition Fast
PARAKLESIS SERVICE (lay service)

SAT., AUG. 13
9:00 A.M.

For the Dormition Fast
PARAKLESIS SERVICE

SUN., AUG. 14

TENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST,
Pre-Festive Day of the Dormition,
DIVINE LITURGY

8:30 A.M.

+ Ann Trombulak, offered by Butch & Judy Dzumba

MON., AUG. 15
6:00 P.M.

DORMITION of the THEOTOKOS HOLY DAY
DIVINE LITURGY, Blessing of flowers and herbs

Paraklesis for the Dormition Fast - Need a quiet time for prayer? Every day this week, Monday
through Friday at 8:00 A.M., come for the celebration of the Paraklesis (as a lay service) and
Saturday at 9:00 A.M. with Fr. Geoff, as we offer our prayerful supplications to our Holy Mother
and Ever-Virgin Mary. The Paraklesis, or Office of Supplication to the Theotokos is probably
the most ancient (and beautiful!) service of supplication. Come and be part of this prayerful event.

Eileen Batcha, Rebecca Dickun Marianne Dove, Jean Herdt, Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin Joray, Mary
Ann Jugan, Neil Jugan, Mary Salamon

Josephine Maruhnich – Beaver Elder Care (616 Golf Course Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001)
Betty Polas – Apple Blossom Senior Living (125 Apple Blossom Wy, #307, Moon Twp., PA 15108)
Carol Huchko – Concordia at Villa St. Joseph (1040 State St, Baden, PA 15005)
Epistle Readers – Aug. 7: Jo Ann Hersh – Aug. 14: Louisa Hersh
Ushers – Stand in as needed
Troica Holders – Aug. 7: F. Hersh – Aug. 14: R. Dzumba
THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP

August 7 - 13, 2022

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for:
+ Rich Yasick
(In loving memory)
Offered By:

John & Anne Gural

Come, let us ascend the mountain of the Lord, and go into the house of our God. Let us
contemplate the glory of His Transfiguration, the glory of the only begotten Son of God the
Father. From His light, let us receive light; and raised up by the Holy Spirit, let us sing the
praises of the consubstantial Trinity forever.
- Litija verse for the Feast

We thank GCU Lodge 10 for a matching funds donation of $2439.00 to our St. George
Church. This is for our Flea Market, Haluski and Bake Sale, and Nutroll Sale which totaled
$2439.00. Which means $4878.00 to benefit our Church! Be sure to patronize our Basket
Raffle at the Church picnic, Pirohi Sales this fall, and any fundraisers we will have as these
can be matching funds also. Thank you GCU lodge 10 and all who help with our fundraising.
Mno Haja Lita!

St. George Annual Picnic, Sunday, August 21

A Note from Father Geoff

We will begin the day with our Sunday Divine Liturgy which will be at 10:00
A.M. with the picnic following. Sign-up sheets are now in the Center. Please
let us know if you are planning on attending and how many of your family
and friends are coming. There will be many activities including bingo, outdoor games, and a bonfire
(Bring your lawn chairs!). We will be having the very popular basket raffle and will again take
donations of already made gift baskets. Simply bring your donations in the coming weeks or
the morning of the picnic. Let us come together as a family for our wonderful annual picnic.

We are in the midst of the Dormition Fast, fourteen days of preparation leading up to the Feast of
the Dormition of the Theotokos. While this fast is not one of the "big ones" like Lent (the Great Fast)
or Advent (the Nativity Fast), it still provides the faithful Byzantine Christian with an opportunity
to reflect, repent, and prepare.

88th Annual Pilgrimage in Honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Sept. 2 – 5
The annual Pilgrimage in honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help is a special
ministry of the Sisters of St. Basil. It has been held every Labor Day weekend
since 1934. The Pilgrimage is a source of ongoing renewal and provides for
the diverse spiritual needs of the many pilgrims who frequent this major
unifying event in the life of the Byzantine Catholic Church. Its participants
include clergy and faithful from across the country. The Pilgrimage offers
the celebration of Divine Liturgy; opportunities for the Mystery of
Reconciliation; Anointing of the Sick; Adult Enrichment Programs;
activities for children, teens, young adults; and pastoral counseling. The
Pilgrimage is the oldest and largest Byzantine Catholic Pilgrimage in the United States. The Sisters
welcome all people of faith to share in this special ministry and in its many blessings.. Location: 500
West Main Street, Uniontown, PA 15401

Our modern lives are so busy and hectic that we often run from one thing to the next without stopping
to reflect on what we are doing. Are we making our choices intentionally? Choices about how to
spend our time, how to use our money, whom to spend time with, what we put into our bodies
(whether food, television, music, or social media), and whom we are helping. This week would be a
good time to slow down and reflect on our choices. We can then make intentional choices which will
benefit our well-being, both spiritually and physically.
Second, we are given an opportunity to repent. Repentance means to "turn around" Because we are
human and prone to wander from God's love, we need to "turn around" frequently and return to the
loving arms of our merciful Father. Whatever sins we may have committed are nothing compared to
the love and mercy of God which is so richly poured out in Christ Jesus. St. Cyril of Jerusalem
wrote, "Your accumulated offenses do not surpass the multitude of God's mercies; your wounds do
not surpass the great Physician's skill." And the psalmist wrote, "As far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove our transgressions from us." (Psalm 103.12) Confess your sins with a penitent
heart and rejoice at the forgiveness of the Lord. (And if you haven't been to sacramental Confession
in a while, why not use this Dormition Fast as an opportunity?)
Finally, we prepare. In the Dormition of the Theotokos, we commemorate when she "fell asleep" that is, she died - and then was assumed, body and soul, into glory with her Son. It is, in effect, the
feast of her resurrection from the dead. Just as Christ was raised from the dead on the third day, so
to the Mother of God was raised. And we look forward with hope to the day when "the dead shall
hear the voice of the Lord, and those who have heeded it shall live." (John 5.25) So we prepare for
that great Last Day; we begin living as if the Kingdom of God has already arrived. And we do this
through the virtues which will be lived out in their perfection in that Kingdom to Come: things
like "love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, selfcontrol." (Galatians 5.22-23)
May our Lord Jesus Christ, through the intercessions of his most pure Mother, give us the grace
to reflect, repent, and prepare, so that when he comes in glory, we will rejoice with all those who
have pleased him in every generation.
Yours in Mary's Son,

Fr. Geoff

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Mother of the Light

We have a light fixture over our front door that glints in the sun and
is attractive to birds. Every year without fail, a bird tries to build its
nest on that light. Because I know that any nest that is built there is
bound to fall, I always break up the nests just as the birds begin to
make them. After several frustrating attempts, they move to a large
maple tree in our garden, and there safely build their seasonal home
far from any danger of falling.

During this week our Church continues to celebrate the Feast of the Holy Transfiguration of Christ.
At the same time it is also focusing on the Theotokos, by chanting the Paraklisis Service in
preparation for the feast of her Dormition. One title of the Holy Virgin repeated during this service
bridges these two observances: we call her the Mother of the Light.

Like those unknowing feathered creatures, we too, oftentimes find
that our dreams and plans are frustrated and lead to failure. We
cannot help but wonder why God allows the earthly nests that we
struggle so hard and work to build to fall apart and crumble before
us. But the fact is that we cannot see as God does; if we too could judge events from the perspective
of eternity, we would come to understand that God seeks for us a higher destiny, and a place of true
serenity and provision for our deepest needs.
Scripture teaches us that God led his people of Israel out of Egypt and into a forty-year journey of
hardship in a lonely and forbidding wilderness. And yet, at the end of that journey, they were led
from bondage to a glorious land that flowed with milk and honey. From down trodden slaves, He
transformed them into a mighty nation envied by others.
How wonderful it would be if we could each learn to trust God in those times when we too experience
the dark passages that enter our lives. How reassured we would be if we never questioned God’s
wisdom and goodness, even at those times when we find him disturbing the nests that we try to build.
When we come to accept the providential care of God with childlike simplicity we soon discover
that the barriers we encounter in our lives, can in retrospect, come to be numbered among our greatest
blessings.
- Rev. Andrew Demotses

"It is a Ghost! And They Cried Out for fear.”
This is the way the Lord constantly deals with our fears. He does not hesitate to bring on worse
things, even more alarming then before. They were troubled here not only by the storm but also by
the distance from the land. Note that He did not too easily remove the darkness. He did not come
quickly to their rescue. He was training them, as I said, by the continuance of these fears and
instructing them to be ready to endure. (St. John Chrysostom)
Fellowship Coffee and Doughnuts Today Following Liturgy
Parishioners, visitors, and friends, we are thankful that you have come to worship with us
today and pray that your participation in our Divine Liturgy will be enriching to you.
Following every Sunday Divine Liturgy, Fellowship Coffee and doughnuts are served in
our Church Center. Please stay and join us!

We hear this title even more frequently in our Church. At every Orthros service the ninth ode of the
canon is introduced with these words: “Let us magnify with hymns the Theotokos, the Mother of
Light” – that Light, of course, is Christ.
The Lord Himself gave us this image of Himself: “I am the light of the world,” He told the Pharisees.
“He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness but have the light of life” (Jn 8:12). At the
Transfiguration His divine light, concealed by His humanity, was manifested graphically: “His face
shone like that he sun, and His clothes became as white as the light” (Mt 17:2). When Christ revealed
Himself to St. Paul on the road to Damascus it was in “a light from heaven, brighter than the sun,
shining around me and those who journeyed with me” (Acts 26:7). And so the apostles saw with
their own eyes that Christ was “Light from Light.” Ever since, Light has been the main image of
Christ in the worship of the Church.
Calling Mary “Theotokos” and “Mother of the Light” focuses on the reason the Church honors her
above all. It is because of her role in the incarnation of Christ that she is “more honorable than the
cherubim” and “more lofty than the heavens.” This is why it is rare to see Mary shown in icons
without Christ, either in her womb or on her arm. She is, more than anything else, the one who made
the incarnation possible by her consent.

ST. GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001
PASTOR: FATHER GEOFFREY MACKEY
Fr. Geoffrey's Direct Line: (412) 356-3698
Religious: Sr. Mary Virginia O’ Carm
Holy Protection Convent, 1000 Clinton St. 724-378-0238
OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742
FAX: 724-375-8776
ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652
PARISH EMAIL: stgbyz@gmail.com
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org

Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, Louisa Hersh, David Klacik
E.C.F. coordinator: Jo Ann Hersh
Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff
Holy Mystery of Reconciliation …….………………….………...................… Before and after Liturgies
Holy Mysteries of Initiation ……..…………………………..…………..….. Contact the church office
Holy Mystery of Anointing …….…...……………………..….… Ask prior to surgery or serious illness
Holy Mystery of Marriage …….................….. Contact the church office eight months prior to wedding
Religious Education Classes ………………. September through May, following Sunday Divine Liturgy
St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club …………...….….…………. Everyone welcome to participate

Unto the Mother of God let us sinners humbly and diligently have recourse now

O Most Holy Theotokos save us!

