June 12, 2022

Sunday of All Saints

Happy Birthday Greetings:
June 13: Dwight Dickey, June 14: Michael Bobanic, June 16: Gretchen David

Wedding Anniversaries:
None for the week

Please Pray For Our Sick and Shut-ins

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Fighting the Good Fight with Faith

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! ~ Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki!
Propers for this Sunday: pp. 211 - 213

Divine Services for the Week:
SUN., JUNE 12
8:30 A.M.

Eileen Batcha, Rebecca Dickun, Marianne Dove, Jean Herdt, Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin Joray, Mary
Ann Jugan, Neil Jugan, Mary Salamon

Josephine Maruhnich – Beaver Elder Care (616 Golf Course Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001)
Betty Polas – Apple Blossom Senior Living (125 Apple Blossom Wy, #307, Moon Twp., PA 15108)
Carol Huchko – Concordia at Villa St. Joseph (1040 State St, Baden, PA 15005)
Epistle Readers – June 12: Prudy Peya – June 19: Joanne Futato
Ushers – Stand in as needed
Troica Holders – June 12: R. Dzumba – June 19: R. Mudron

SUNDAY of ALL SAINTS
DIVINE LITURGY

THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP
June 12 - 18, 2022

+ Betty Zapko, offered by Rich Mudron
2:00 P.M.

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for:
+ Cheryl Szedney

BLESSING of GRAVES, at Mt. Olivet Cemetery

(In Loving Memory)
Offered By:

SUN., JUNE 19
8:30 A.M.

SECOND SUNDAY after PENTECOST, Father’s Day
DIVINE LITURGY, Breakfast following
For the living and deceased fathers of our parish

Today: Sunday of All Saints
The first Sunday after the Feast of Holy Pentecost is observed by the
Eastern Church as the Sunday of All Saints. This day has been designated
as a commemoration of all of the Saints, all the Righteous, the Prophets,
Apostles, Martyrs, Confessors, Shepherds, Teachers, and Holy Monastics,
both men and women alike, known and unknown, who have been added to
the choirs of the Saints and shall be added, from the time of Adam until the
end of the world, who have been perfected in piety and have glorified God
by their holy lives.

Mary Elizabeth Olack

Life Is a Gift
Today before you say an unkind word - Think of someone who can’t speak. Before you complain
about the taste of your food - Think of someone who has nothing to eat. Before you complain
about your husband or wife - Think of someone who’s crying out to God for a companion. Today
before you complain about life - Think of someone who went too early to heaven. Before whining
about the distance you drive Think of someone who walks the same distance with their feet. And
when you are tired and complain about your job - Think of the unemployed, the disabled, and
those who wish they had your job. And when depressing thoughts seem to get you down - Put a
smile on your face and think: you’re alive and still around.

Flea Market flyers and yard signs are available in the
narthex and Center. Please take some to help advertise.

Flea Market Fast Approaching!
Our Flea Market, Haluski, and Bake Sale here at St. George Church is
coming up Friday & Saturday, June 24 & 25. Thank you for your
donations so far and please keep them coming! We will also need
plenty of advertising for this event. We will need signs in the
community, ads in the paper, notices on Facebook, flyers on
community bulletin boards or at your place of employment, etc. Yard signs are now
available, please take some and place them in your neighborhood and at nearby
intersections. Any of these you can help with will be greatly appreciated. Thank you! Don’t
forget we will also need Bake Sale items, so please consider baking. Your help will be greatly
appreciated. Setting up of the Flea Market will begin on Monday, June 20. Thank you!

Help spread the word! Advertise!
Father’s Day Breakfast, June 19
On Sunday, June 19, our annual Father’s Day Breakfast will
take place in the Center following the 8:30 A.M. Divine Liturgy.
We will come together as a Church family for a delicious
homemade breakfast in honor of all Fathers, Grandfathers,
Great-grandfathers, Godfathers, Spiritual Fathers, and all who
portray a fatherly role in our lives. Everyone is invited!

Blessing of Graves TODAY
As part of the Feast of Pentecost, we will have the Blessing of Graves at
Mt. Olivet Cemetery next TODAY, at 2:00 P.M. We will gather at the
Cross at the main entrance of the cemetery for a Panachida Service then
proceed to bless the graves of our deceased loved ones. Come and pray
for your deceased family members.
The Holy Spirit reminds us” not to reject the traditions of our elders, which they have learned
from their fathers” (Sirach 8:9).

Fellowship Coffee and Doughnuts Today Following Liturgy
Parishioners, visitors, and friends, we are thankful that you have come to
worship with us today and pray that your participation in our Divine Liturgy
will be enriching to you. Following every Sunday Divine Liturgy,
Fellowship Coffee and doughnuts are served in our Church Center. Please stay and join us!

A Note from Father Geoff
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Last week we celebrated Pentecost, a feast that both Eastern and Western churches share. But on the
Sunday following Pentecost, we see a difference of development in the Latin and Byzantine traditions,
each with their own kind of logic.
Our Roman (and Protestant) brothers and sisters celebrate Trinity Sunday a week after Pentecost. Having
received the Holy Spirit, it makes sense that, finally, the church has been given the full revelation of God:
the Father (revealed in the Old Testament), the Son (revealed in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus)
and the Holy Spirit (given at Pentecost).
For our part, the Byzantine tradition goes in another direction. Having received the Holy Spirit, we now
celebrate what the Holy Spirit was given for. Fr. John Behr explains:
Having spent forty days in the company of the risen Christ, and then receiving the Spirit whom he had
promised, the One who reminds us of him, leading us into the fullness of the truth of God, Christ himself,
we now celebrate all those in whom this truth has been manifest: for what is given in Christ is not given
simply to be spoken about - an "FYI" [for your information] - but is given to be embodied, to be enfleshed.
And what happens when the Spirit is given? The Scriptures often speak of the Spirit in two
ways: Fruit and Gifts. St. Paul tells us that "the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control." (Galatians 5.22) St. Paul also talks about
different gifts that the Holy Spirit bestows on the members of the Church, for the mutual benefit and
building-up of the Body of Christ. Things like the utterance of wisdom, healings, the working of miracles,
prophecy, speaking in tongues, service, teaching, generosity, compassion and the like. (To read more
about these, see Romans 12:1-8 and 1 Corinthians 12.1-11).
These kinds of things - both the virtues (fruit) and empowerment (gifts) - are the kinds of things that the
Holy Spirit brings forth in the people of God - us! - when we are receptive to God's work in us. For God
works in us by the Holy Spirit, the same Spirit that rested upon Christ at his Baptism in the Jordan; the
Spirit that the Prophet Joel foretold would come upon all of humanity (Joel 2.28-29).
The Saints of God, throughout all ages, are those on whom the Holy Spirit of God rested, making them
"saints" - literally "holy ones." And this same Spirit is given to us, not simply to reveal God to us, but to
become embodied, enfleshed, as we grow in faith and in the knowledge and love of the Lord. So that we,
with all the saints, might, as St. Seraphim said, "acquire the Spirit of peace," so that those around us might
be saved.
Yours in the Holy Ones,

Fr. Geoff

through their sufferings. They shine as bright stars for us, and now they intercede for our souls.
(Stichera from Vespers)

The Sunday of All Saints
As each of us, young and older alike, is unique in our character,
so too are the Saints of the Church. Amongst the multitude of
Saints whom we call to mind today, we remember scholars,
physicians, priests, monastics, hymnographers, iconographers,
cooks, gardeners, architects, rulers, parents, and children. The list
goes on and on. Yet, even as unique as their stewardship may have
been, their commonality that led them to sainthood was their
selfless commitment to Christ and His Church.
The commemoration of Saints is one of the most beautiful aspects of our tradition. We look to
them as examples, we pray to them for their intercessions, and we gather with them during
Divine Services to worship God. In fact, even when it appears that our pews are far from full,
the Church is still bursting at the seams on account of the Saints that gather with us to praise
and glorify God (please note: this shouldn’t be used as an excuse not to attend Divine Services.
The Saints are always willing to make room).
Each of us possesses the Grace of God and the ability to live a saintly life. The diversity of the
Saints and their experiences attest to this. The question that we must ask ourselves though, is
whether we will choose to offer our stewardship to His Church and His Creation. The limitation
that exists in our stewardship, whether we are young or older, is that which we create. Sure, you
may say that each of us does not have unlimited resources of time, treasure, and talent, but I
would say that this attitude is what separates us from the Saints. The Saints offered themselves
in their entirety to Christ.
Today, as we call to mind all those who have been glorified-canonized as Saints of our Holy
Church, we call to mind their selfless stewardship to Christ. As we “grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” we must likewise call to mind our stewardship
to His Church and ask ourselves, “Have we committed ourselves in our entirely to Christ?”
Don’t misinterpret this as a simple reminder of stewardship. This is Church’s eternal call to
sainthood and salvation. Will you respond? The answer is to be YES!
Let us celebrate with songs of praise the deeds of all the Saints over all the earth, honoring
them, as it is fitting: the Apostles and Martyrs, the Bishops and Holy Women. While living on
earth, they joined with the heavenly spirits, and by the grace of Christ, they received immortality

The Peter and Paul (Apostles) Fast
The Apostles Fast begins June 13 and lasts until Tuesday, June 28. The Typikon prescribes strict
abstinence on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, with mitigated abstinence (Wine and Oil)
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The Ruthenian Metropolia has identified this period as a penitential
season, a time when Eastern Christians traditionally celebrate the Mystery of Holy Confession.
This period of fasting assists us in preparing for the great Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, the
prime apostles to our Lord. The Feast of Saints Peter and Paul is a holy day of obligation for us.
This is a voluntary fast.

Confession with the Lips Leads to Salvation
Adapted from St. John Chrysostom’s Homily on Today’s Gospel
The Son does not here speak soothing words but instead speaks of the consequences of denial.
Note carefully: It is not by some power within yourself that you make your confession but by
the help of grace from above. But if you deny me, the Son, he is saying, then I will deny you in
the presence of the Father. Someone may then object: “How then am I to be blamed if God,
forsaking me, denies me?” The answer is, your being forsaken is the fault of you yourself, the
forsaken person, not of God.
“But why,” you object, “should I need to confess faith with my mouth if I confess faith in my
mind?” No. We must confess with our mouths in order that we may be steadily trained to speak
boldly. It is only through this more abundant love and determination that we will be raised on
high.
In this way Jesus addresses himself to each one of us personally. He is not here addressing only
his original disciples but also every one of us who follows after his disciples in accord with their
witness to him. One who learns this lesson will teach it in boldness to others, prepared to suffer
all things easily and with a ready mind. That is why so many have come to have faith in the
witness of the apostles and the saints to this Word.

Stewardship of Time
Time on this earth is one of our greatest privileges and yet one of our biggest responsibilities.
Outside of Sunday morning, how much time does God really get? The daily choices we make
in our lives, how we spend our time and energy, indicate not only what we truly value but also
where we will spend eternity.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set
before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfection of our faith. Amen.

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001
PASTOR: FATHER GEOFFREY MACKEY
Fr. Geoffrey's Direct Line: (412) 356-3698
Religious: Sr. Mary Virginia O’ Carm
Holy Protection Convent, 1000 Clinton St. 724-378-0238
OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742
FAX: 724-375-8776
ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652
PARISH EMAIL: stgbyz@gmail.com
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org

Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, Louisa Hersh, David Klacik
E.C.F. coordinator: Jo Ann Hersh
Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff
Holy Mystery of Reconciliation …….………………….………...................… Before and after Liturgies
Holy Mysteries of Initiation ……..…………………………..…………..….. Contact the church office
Holy Mystery of Anointing …….…...……………………..….… Ask prior to surgery or serious illness
Holy Mystery of Marriage …….................….. Contact the church office eight months prior to wedding
Religious Education Classes ………………. September through May, following Sunday Divine Liturgy
St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club …………...….….…………. Everyone welcome to participate
“So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is
in heaven; but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.”

