May 22, 2022
Sixth Paschal Sunday, Sunday of the Man Born Blind

Happy Birthday Greetings:
May 25: Connie Hersh

Wedding Anniversaries:
None for the week

Please Pray For Our Sick and Shut-ins

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Fighting the Good Fight with Faith

Christ is Risen! Indeed he is Risen! ~ Christos Voskrese Voistinu Voskrese!
Propers for Sixth Paschal Sunday: pp. 189 - 191

Divine Services for the Week:
SUN., MAY 22
8:30 A.M.

Eileen Batcha, Rebecca Dickun, Marianne Dove, Jean Herdt, Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin Joray, Mary
Ann Jugan, Neil Jugan, Mary Salamon

Josephine Maruhnich – Beaver Elder Care (616 Golf Course Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001)
Betty Polas – Apple Blossom Senior Living (125 Apple Blossom Wy, #307, Moon Twp., PA 15108)
Carol Huchko – Concordia at Villa St. Joseph (1040 State St, Baden, PA 15005)
Epistle Readers – May 22: Louisa Hersh – May 29: Joanne Futato
Ushers – Stand in as needed
Troica Holders – May 22: R. Mudron – May 29: M. Bobanic

SUNDAY of the MAN BORN BLIND
DIVINE LITURGY

THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP
May 22- 28, 2022

+ Andrew & Patricia Kayla, offered by Mr. & Mrs. Dan Pinchot

WED., MAY 25
6:00 P.M.

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for:
+ Phil Rossi

ASCENSION of our LORD, Anticipated, Obligation
VESPERAL DIVINE LITURGY

(In Loving Memory)
Offered By:

+ Marge Raychevich, offered by Sr. Mary Virginia

Ed & Isabel Maruhnich

(At St. Mary: Thursday, May 26, 6:00 P.M., Divine Liturgy for Ascension)
Touched by Divine Light
SUN., MAY 29
8:30 A.M.

SUNDAY of the FATHERS of the FIRST COUNCIL of NICEA
DIVINE LITURGY
+ Lori Dickey Stevic, offered by Mary Elizabeth Olack

CONGRATULATIONS Fr. Geoff on the 3rd anniversary of
your ordination to the priesthood, Thursday May 26. May you
continue to be sustained by His grace, and may your life in God’s
service always be filled with joy. To Father Geoff grant, O Lord,
many happy and blessed years! Mno Haja Lita!

St. Ambrose of Milan teaches that the blind man touched by Jesus received more then just his sight.
In one instant we see both the power of his divinity and the strength of his holiness. As the divine
light, he touched this man and enlightened him. As priest, by an action symbolizing baptism he
wrought in him his work of redemption. The only reason for his mixing clay with the saliva and
smearing it on the eyes of the blind man was to remind you that he who restored the man to health
by anointing his eyes with clay is the very one who fashioned the first man out of clay, and that this
clay that is our flesh can receive the light of eternal life through the sacrament of baptism.
You, too, should come to Siloam, that is, to him who was sent by the Father, as he says in the
Gospel: “My teaching is not my own; it comes from him who sent me.” Let Christ wash you, and
then you will see. (Adapted from Letter 67)

A Note from Father Geoff
It's St. George Flea Market Time!

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Our Flea Market, Haluski and Bake Sale will return this
summer here at St. George Church, Friday & Saturday,
June 24 - 25. WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW
DONATIONS. Consider donating items you no longer
need to our Flea Market, no clothing please. Items can be
brought to the Center every Saturday from 9:00 A.M. 11:00 A.M. or any time you are here. Ask family and
friends to consider donating items to our Flea Market. We
will also need Bake Sale items, so please consider
baking. Your help with this event will be greatly
appreciated. We always have a great time. Thank you!

Holy Rosary to be Recited
The Holy Rosary will be recited at the Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes located at the
St. Anthony Center in West Aliquippa on TODAY at 3:00 pm. Deacon Tony Giordano will
lead the rosary and prayers. Refreshments and cookies will be served after the
rosary. Everyone is welcome to join the St. Anthony Congregation in honoring the Blessed
Mother. For further information please call 724-622-8445

Blessing of Graves
We will have the Blessing of Graves at Mt. Olivet Cemetery on Sunday June 12, time to be
determined. We will gather at the Cross at the main entrance of the cemetery for a Panachida
Service then proceed to bless the graves of our deceased loved ones. Come and pray for your
deceased family members.
The Holy Spirit reminds us” not to reject the traditions of our elders, which they have learned
from their fathers” (Sirach 8:9).

Fellowship Coffee and Doughnuts Today Following Liturgy
Parishioners, visitors, and friends, we are thankful that you have come to
worship with us today and pray that your participation in our Divine
Liturgy will be enriching to you. Following every Sunday Divine Liturgy,
Fellowship Coffee and doughnuts are served. Please stay and join us!

Behold, how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.
Psalm 133:1

This coming Thursday is the Feast of the Ascension of our Lord. Forty days after his Resurrection,
Jesus stood among his disciples, once more offered them his greeting of "Peace," and then was taken
up into heaven before their eyes. It was the end of Christ's earthly ministry.
In the Old Testament, God had promised his people, "Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or
terrified because of [the other nations], for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave
you or forsake you." (Deuteronomy 31.6) And Jesus had told his disciples, "I am with you, to the
very end of the age." (Matthew 28.20). So then what is happening when Jesus leaves the disciples
after all his time with them?
When Jesus physically left his disciples, two things happened. The first is that he was "exalted to
the right hand of the Father" (Acts 2.33). Or, as we say in the Creed each week, "he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father." The "right hand" of a King, in biblical thinking,
is the position of power and influence. So when Christ ascended, he took our human nature with
him to sit at God's right hand in glory. And he uses this position at God's right hand to plead for us:
Christ "is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to
intercede for them." (Hebrews 7.25)
The second thing is that, when Jesus left his disciples physically, his ongoing presence with his
disciples was guaranteed by the sending of the Holy Spirit. On the night before he was handed over
to suffering and death, Jesus told his disciples: "If you love me, keep my commandments, and I will
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to help you and be with you forever: the Spirit
of Truth." (John 14.15) And ten days after Christ's Ascension, the Holy Spirit came with great power
on the gathered disciples in Jerusalem.
As we prepare for these feasts of Ascension and Pentecost, I would encourage you to read the stories
of both feasts in combination: Luke 24.36-52 and Acts 1.1-2.13 (or even keep reading until Acts
2.41, to hear St. Peter's explanation of all that happened). Meditate on these truths: Not only did
Christ come and join humanity irreversibly to divinity; not only did he die on the Cross, taking his
sins on himself to save us from destruction; not only did he rise again and grant us the hope of eternal
life. But he also ascended to the right hand of the Father, where he ever lives to intercede for us. And
the Father has granted Christ's request that we be given the Spirit of Truth, the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. "For the Trinity has saved us."
Yours in the Trinity,

Fr. Geoff

A Letter from the Metropolitan Archbishop

Sunday of the Man Born Blind
At that time, as Jesus passed by, He saw a man blind
from his birth. And His disciples asked Him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man
sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God
might be made manifest in him...”
On this Sunday, that before the Feast of the
Ascension of Christ, the Church recalls to our
attention the Gospel of the man born blind. Today,
let us meditate upon the words of Christ about why
the man was born blind. Replying to His disciples,
He says that his blindness was not because the man
sinned, or his parents, but so that the works of God be made manifest in him. In other words,
according to Our Lord Himself, illness or handicap does not always occur on account of
personal sin or the sin of others, but they may be providentially allowed for the glory of God
to shine forth.
We can see this in the lives of some disadvantaged people. They find their disadvantage to
be a challenge, a challenge that may bring out the best in them. We can also think of some
blind people who, having lost one sense, have refined another sense almost to perfection,
and show an understanding of the inner self that the sighted do not have. We can all think
of examples of incredible courage and love among disadvantaged people. Why? Because
the grace of God is upon them: “the works of God are made manifest in them”.
In the case of the man born blind, all his life had been but a preparation for his meeting with
Christ. Not only was his soul pure enough, refined by his lifelong handicap, to receive
healing from the Lord, but also he confessed Him as the Son of God, thus making the works
of God manifest in himself.

Feast of the Ascension
This Thursday, May 26, is the feast of the Glorious Ascension into Heaven of our Lord, God
and Savior, Jesus Christ. It is a holy day of precept (obligation) for all Byzantine
Catholics. To commemorate this Feast we will have a Vesperal Divine Liturgy on
Wednesday, May 25 at 6:00 PM.

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever!
Reverend and Dear Father Geoffrey and Members of St. George Church,
I write to thank you for your sincere concern and gracious generosity for the clergy, religious,
and faithful who are suffering because of the war in Ukraine. I have received your check for
$620.00, and on behalf of those who will greatly benefit from your solidarity with them, I
extend my deepest appreciation to you. May you be greatly blessed for your compassion and
thoughtfulness.
Please pray that the war and devastation in Ukraine will end.
With thanksgiving for your charity for this desperate situation in Ukraine, please know that
I am gratefully praying for each of you, your families, and for all who are dear to you.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend William C. Skurla, D.D.
Metropolitan Archbishop of Pittsburgh

Be Lifted Up!
The Ascension of Christ is our elevation. Hope for the body is also invited where the glory of
the Head precedes us. Let us exult, dearly beloved, with worthy joy and be glad with a holy
thanksgiving. Today we not only are established as possessors of paradise, but we have even
penetrated the heights of the heavens in Christ. (St Leo the Great, Sermon 73)

The Leave-taking of Pascha
Wednesday is the last day of Pascha for Christians of the Byzantine tradition. After Wednesday's
end, we cease chanting the Paschal hymns. The canon, the stichera, even the ubiquitous tropar:
Christ is Risen... all come to an end. It is the last day to rejoice in the pure Paschal joy in the
presence of the Risen Lord before his Ascension. For the next nine days there is a kind of silence
hovering over the Church's liturgy. There is still a certain Paschal joy and expectation for
Pentecost; for example we still do not kneel...but there is an air of waiting, of not quite full
Paschal joy... But for today, sing your heart out! It is the last chance till next year.
Everything in this life passes away — only God remains, only He is worth struggling towards. We
have a choice: to follow the way of this world, of the society that surrounds us, and thereby find
ourselves outside of God; or to choose the way of life, to choose God Who calls us and for Whom
our heart is searching.” (Fr. Seraphim Rose)

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001
PASTOR: FATHER GEOFFREY MACKEY
Fr. Geoffrey's Direct Line: (412) 356-3698
Religious: Sr. Mary Virginia O’ Carm
Holy Protection Convent, 1000 Clinton St. 724-378-0238
OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742
FAX: 724-375-8776
ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652
PARISH EMAIL: stgbyz@gmail.com
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org

Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, Louisa Hersh, David Klacik
E.C.F. coordinator: Jo Ann Hersh
Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff
Holy Mystery of Reconciliation …….………………….………...................… Before and after Liturgies
Holy Mysteries of Initiation ……..…………………………..…………..….. Contact the church office
Holy Mystery of Anointing …….…...……………………..….… Ask prior to surgery or serious illness
Holy Mystery of Marriage …….................….. Contact the church office eight months prior to wedding
Religious Education Classes ………………. September through May, following Sunday Divine Liturgy
St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club …………...….….…………. Everyone welcome to participate

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! Христос Воскресе! Воистину Воскресе!

