
February 6, 2022 
Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee 

Post-festive Day of the Meeting 
 
 

 

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Fighting the Good Fight with Faith 

 
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! ~ Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki! 

 
Propers for this Sunday: Resurrectional Tone 4, pg. 141, The Meeting: pg. 321, Publican & Pharisee: pp.  215

 

Divine Services for the Week: 

SUN., FEB. 6 SUNDAY of the PUBLICAN and PHARISEE, 

 Post-Festive Day of the Meeing of our Lord 

   8:30 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY 

 + Philomena Rossi, offered by Lillian Mansuetti  

SUN.  FEB. 13 SUNDAY of the PRODIGAL SON 

   8:30 A.M.  DIVINE LITURGY 
 + Gordon Jn. Baptiste, offered by Sr. Mary Virginia 

 

Today’s Gospel: Don't Hide from Yourself   

To sustain my mask before others takes much energy. One clever way to maintain my mask and 

to avoid seeing myself as I am is to continuously compare my actions with the actions of those 

persons whom I consider less than myself. And into what a clever trap I have fallen, for I will 

always find someone whose outward actions appear to fall short of mine. I will constantly be 

looking outward toward others and never inward at the movements of my own heart. I will have 

taken upon myself the heart of the Pharisee, puffed up with emptiness, judgmental and 

condemning, while thanking God that I am not like another. I will have taken upon myself the 

heart of the Pharisee, but because of my mask, I will only know myself as the Publican.  

(Sister Seraphim Olsafsky) 

 

Happy Birthday Greetings This Week: 

February 7: John Poiarkoff, February 10: David Klacik 

Wedding Anniversaries this Week: 

None for the week 

Please Pray For Our Sick and Shut-ins 
HOME – Eileen Batcha, Rebecca Dickun, Marianne Dove, Jean Herdt, Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin 
Joray, Mary Ann Jugan, Neil Jugan, Mary Salamon, John Simunick 
 

Ann Trombulak – Rochester Manor: (174 Virginia Ave., Rochester, PA 15074)  

Josephine Maruhnich – Beaver Elder Care (616 Golf Course Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001)  

Betty Polas – Apple Blossom Senior Living (125 Apple Blossom Wy, #307, Moon Twp., PA 15108)  

Carol Huchko – Concordia at Villa St. Joseph (1040 State St, Baden, PA 15005)  

 
Epistle Readers – Feb. 6: Joanne Futato – Feb. 13: Prudy Peya 

Ushers – Stand in as needed 

Troica Holders – Feb. 6: R. Mudron – Feb. 13: J. Yurosky 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Humility - be it individual or corporate, ethnic or national - is viewed as a sign 

of weakness, as something unbecoming a real man. Even our churches - are 

they not imbued with that same spirit as the Pharisee? Do we not want our 

every contribution, every “good deed,” all that we do “for the Church” to be 

acknowledged, praised, publicized? 

 
 “Do not neglect good deeds and generosity, God is pleased by sacrifices of that kind.”  (Hebrews 13:16) 

 

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! ~ Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki! 

THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP 

February 6 - 12, 2022 

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for: 

Kevin Smith 
(Health & God’s Blessings) 

Offered By:  

Mary Salamon 
 

 

http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/resources/holynpk2.gif


 

Pirohi Sale This Week 

Our next Pirohi sale will be this Friday, February 11. Orders 

should be called in by Thursday at noon at (724) 375-6652. 

Thank you!  

 

All Souls Saturdays  

The first All Souls Saturday is Saturday, February 19. Divine 

Liturgy, Panachida, & Hramoty will be at 9:00 A.M On these 

All Souls Saturdays, it is tradition in our Holy Church to 

prayerfully remember our beloved departed family members, 

loved ones, etc. Amongst your offertory envelopes you have 

an envelope for the commemoration of departed souls marked 

“All Soul’s Saturdays Remembrance”. Please write the names 

of your deceased loved ones on this envelope and drop the 

envelope in the collection basket. 

 

Excerpt from Christ our Pascha: The Proclamation of the Kingdom of God 

The Announcement of the Kingdom: The Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5-7): Christ does not 

replace the Law with the Sermon on the Mount: “Do not think that I have come to abolish the 

law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill them” (Mt 5:17). Christ rather 

discloses the full meaning of the Old Testament commandments:  

You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not murder;” and 

“whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.” But I say to you that if you are angry 

with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment ... You have heard that it was said 

... But I say to you ... Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect (Mt 5:21-

22; 27-28, 48). (#206) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A Note from Father Geoff 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

Believing. Behaving. This week I'd like to write a little bit about the role that belonging has in our 

Faith. The Irish priest Fr. Billy Swan writes:  

 

"As I look back on the development of my faith growing up, I notice there was a certain order to it. 

First came believing... Then behaving.... Lastly came belonging - faith gave you a sense of belonging 

to a family, to a faith community, and yes, even to God himself... The older I get, however, the more 

convinced I am that a sense of belonging to God comes first and not last." 

 

From what I can see both of Scripture and of our Christian experience, this approach seems right. 

We belong before we can ever believe or behave. And, indeed, it's that belonging to God that enables 

us to believe and behave. In the Old Testament, God told the Prophet Jeremiah: "Before I formed 

you in the womb, I knew you" (Jer. 1.5). And in the New Testament, Jesus tells his disciples, "You 

did not choose me, but I chose you" (John 15.16).  

 

Jesus called his disciples first and had fellowship with them for three years before he commissioned 

them to go into the world with the Gospel. During that time they were a part of his inner circle, his 

friends. And he taught them to understand that the God of Israel is "Abba," an intimate word for 

"Father."  

 

And doesn't this play out in our own lives as well? We are not baptized or Chrismated because we've 

shown ourselves to be worthy, morally upright, correct in our understanding, or excellent in our 

Christian faith. Rather, we baptize even infants, believing that initiating them into the mysteries of 

Christ will grant them the Holy Spirit so that they can believe and behave as Christians of the true 

Faith. As Fr. Swan says, "Only when we realize that we belong to our God who created us and loves 

us can we then come to believe and see how both belonging and believing shape our behaving." 

 

What a wonderful word of God's unmerited grace to us sinners! As St. Paul writes, quoting the Old 

Testament:  "God said: I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be 

their God and they shall be my people.... and I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and 

daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty." (2 Cor. 6.16,18) 

 

God has placed us in his family by "adoption and grace" (Rom. 8.14-17) and calls us not only his 

"friends" (John 15.15), but his "sons and daughters." As we enter these pre-Lenten Sundays, 

remember that all our efforts, all our ascetical practices take place within the context of a family in 

which we've already been placed. Glory to God who has called us his own! 

 

Yours in our Abba, 

Fr. Geoff 

 Christ is Among us! He is and Shall be!  ~ Christos posred’i nas! Jest’ i budet! 
 

Members of the family are 

encouraged to attend these 

services on the All Souls 

Saturdays for by their 

presence and by their 

personal prayers and re-

ceiving Holy Communion 

they strengthen the bond of 

love with their departed 

loved ones and indeed keep 

their memory everlasting!  



 

Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee 

Today in the Gospel we are reminded that there are two 

“ways” in which we can walk in this life and the outcome or 

goal of those ways are strikingly different. The first of those 

“ways” is the way of the world, in which financial success 

and reputation are prioritized and the ultimate goal is 

personal aggrandizement, no matter the “way” in which it is 

attained. The second “way” is the way of God, in which 

charity and honesty are not only prioritized, but are the way 

and the goal as well.  

In other words, the second “way,” the way of God, is good 

in itself, for this “way” is the life of God or eternal life. 

Following this second “way” leads one to look beyond 

themselves and live in a way that is always oriented toward others. Just as God the Father, from 

all eternity, poured out his life in love to the Son, so the one who walks this second “way” lives 

a life which is a constant act of self-giving love.  

Please notice that both “ways” have an interior and hidden aspect that greatly affects which path 

or “way” that we walk in this life and ultimately it greatly affects how we will live forever. 

While one may outwardly appear to be walking in the “way” of God, as the Pharisee in the 

Gospel must have appeared to those around him, it is possible for that person to actually be 

walking the opposite path in life due to the hidden or interior disposition of his heart. 

CHALLENGE QUESTIONS  

1. Do we often live a double-life? Do we act polite and nice to those around us while harboring 

resentment or anger toward those some people? Do we say one thing with our mouth and think 

another thing with our heart?  

2. In the Divine Liturgy do we pray for everyone and ask for God’s mercy and forgiveness? 

Have we truly forgiven others in the way that we ask God to forgive us?  

3. Is there someone in our life whom we are angry with or that we have not really forgiven from 

our heart? Can we find a way to forgive them and show them that we love them?  

 

“Let your prayer be completely simple, for both the publican and the prodigal son were 

reconciled to God by a single phrase.”                                                     St. John Chrysostom 
 

 

Pre-Lenten Sundays 

There are four more Sundays within Byzantine Pre-Lent. The “Sunday of the 

Publican and the Pharisee” calls us to consider our life, and to repent of our 

sins for repentance is the door through which we enter the Holy Forty Days 

Fast. The “Sunday of the Prodigal Son” calls us to “come to ourselves” and 

return to the Father, who eagerly awaits our return. The “Sunday of the Last 

Judgment” reminds us that while the Lord’s mercy is immeasurable even He 

does not forgive those who do not repent. And, finally, on “Forgiveness 

Sunday” we remember Adam’s expulsion from Paradise and the proper method 

of fasting (don’t put on a gloomy face). 

The Pharisee, who in his pride not only boasted of himself but also discredited the tax collector in 

the presence of God, made his justice void by being guilty of pride. Instead of the Pharisee, the tax 

collector went down justified, because he had given glory to God, the holy One, not even daring 

to lift his eyes but seeking only to plead for mercy. 

Be on your guard, therefore! Bear in mind this example of severe loss sustained through arrogance. 

The one guilty of arrogance suffered the loss of his justice and forfeited his reward by his bold self-

reliance. He was judged inferior to a sinner because in his self-exaltation he did not await the 

judgment of God but pronounced it himself. Never place yourself above anyone, not even great 

sinners. Humility often saves a sinner who has committed many terrible transgressions. 

St Basil the Great 

Non-Fasting Week 

This week (from the Sunday of the 

Publican and Pharisee to the Sunday of the 

Prodigal Son) according to our Liturgical 

calendar we enjoy the “privileged week” 

during which the laws of abstinence (from 

meat on Friday) do not oblige.

 
New Resources Today, Feb. 6 

We again have CATECHETICAL RESOURCES to share with you for the renewal of our 

Eastern Churches! Today we have a reflection for February: Go to the Doctor and The Encounter 

of our Lord available for your personal formation. Kindly bring these resources and your Church 

bulletin home with you weekly for deeper review and family discussion. Many thanks! 

 
“Seeing the dignity to which the humble are raised, and the deep abyss into 

which the proud fall, let us imitate the virtue of the Publican, and despise the 

sins of the Pharisee.” 

Dates to Remember: 

February 11th – Pirohi Sale  

February 19th – First All Souls Saturday  

February 20th – Meat-fare Sunday  

February 27th - Cheese-fare Sunday  

February 28th – First Day of the Great Fast 



SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001 
PASTOR: FATHER GEOFFREY MACKEY 

Fr. Geoffrey's Direct Line: (412) 356-3698 

Religious: Sr. Mary Virginia O’ Carm 
Holy Protection Convent, 1000 Clinton St. 724-378-0238 

OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742 
FAX: 724-375-8776 

ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652 
PARISH EMAIL: stgbyz@gmail.com 

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org  
Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, Louisa Hersh, David Klacik              E.C.F. coordinator: Jo Ann Hersh  

Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff 
Holy Mystery of Reconciliation …….………………….………...................… Before and after Liturgies 

Holy Mysteries of Initiation ……..…………………………..…………..….. Contact the church office 
Holy Mystery of Anointing …….…...……………………..….… Ask prior to surgery or serious illness 
Holy Mystery of Marriage …….................….. Contact the church office eight months prior to wedding 
Religious Education Classes ………………. September through May, following Sunday Divine Liturgy 
St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club …………...….….…………. Everyone welcome to participate 

O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, Have mercy on me, a sinner! 
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