
September 26, 2021  
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

 

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Fighting the Good Fight with Faith 

 
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki! 

 
Follow Typika book this Sunday

 

Divine Services for the Week: 

SUN., SEPT. 26 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

   8:30 A.M.  TYPICA with COMMUNION 

(At St. Mary: Friday, Oct. 1, 6:00 P.M. Divine Liturgy for Protection of the Theotokos Holy Day) 

This is their Patronal Feast Day 

SUN., OCT. 3 NINETEENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

   8:30 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY 

      + Mary Poiarkoff, offered by James Mudron  

 
Typica Service this Sunday - A guest celebrant was not available while Father Geoff is away 

this week. We will therefore be having a Typica Service with Communion this Sunday. We 

welcome Deacon Brian Norrell to lead the Typica Service and distribute Holy Communion, 

which was consecrated by Father Geoff earlier this week. 

 
Follow Christ and He will astonish you with blessings! – After toiling the whole night Simon 

and his companions caught nothing. But in the name of Christ they let down the net and 

immediately it was full of fish. … Many have taken part with the holy apostles in their labors, 

and still do, especially those who inquire into the meaning of what is written in the holy Gospels. 

For the net is still being drawn, while Christ fills it, and calls to conversion those who, according 

to the Scripture phrase, are in the depths of the sea (that is to say, those who live in the surge 

and waves of worldly things). (St. Clement of Alexandria) 

 

Happy Birthday Greetings This Week: 

Sept. 25: Sandra Poiarkoff, Sept. 27: Fr. Geoff, Carol Huchko, Sept. 29: Josephine Mackey 

Wedding Anniversaries this Week: 

None for the week 

Please Pray For Our Sick and Shut-ins 
HOME – Eileen Batcha, Rebecca Dickun, Marianne Dove, Jean Herdt, Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin 
Joray, Mary Ann Jugan, Neil Jugan, Betty Polas, Mary Salamon, John Simunick 
 

Rochester Manor: (174 Virginia Ave., Rochester, PA 15074) – Ann Trombulak 

Beaver Elder Care (616 Golf Course Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001) – Josephine Maruhnich 

Beaver Valley Nursing and Rehab (257 Georgetown Rd., Beaver Falls, PA 15010) – Betty Polas 

Concordia at Villa St. Joseph (1040 State St, Baden, PA 15005) – Carol Huchko 

 

Epistle Readers – Sept. 26: Joanne Futato – Oct. 3: JoAnn Hersh 

Ushers – Stand in as needed 

Troica Holders – Sept 26: R. Dzumba – Oct. 3: Francis Hersh 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Excerpt from Christ Our Pascha:  

Biblical Images of the Church: The Church is One: The Church of Christ is one, for God is one: there is 

“one God and Father of all” (Eph 4:6); and one is Jesus Christ, the Builder of the Church. As we read in 

Matthew 16:18, “I will build my church.” Built by Christ and enlivened by the Holy Spirit, the Church is “the 

mystery of indivisible unity, in the image of the Most Holy Trinity.” The unity of the Church is founded on 

the one common faith in the Most Holy Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—and in one baptism: “one faith, 

one baptism” (Eph 4:5). By one faith and one baptism, those who have believed become members of the one 

Body of Christ: “So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 

another” (Rom 12:5). The one Church is the prefigurement of a unified People of God, which will become 

perfectly manifest in the kingdom of God (#284) 

 
Glory to Jesus Christ ~ Glory Forever! 

 Слава Исусу Христу! ~ Слава на вики! 

THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP 

September 26 – October 2, 2021 

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for: 
Betty Polas 

(Health & God’s Blessings) 

Offered By:  

Judy & Butch Dzumba 

http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/resources/holynpk2.gif


Pirohi Sales return October 8 
Our Pirohi Sales will return on Friday, October 8. This is a very important 

tradition for our St. George Church. Plan on purchasing your dinners 

from our pirohi sales on the second Friday of each month. We can’t do 

this project without your help and support. Spread the word and come and 

help! Thank you! 

 
Assembly of the Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church 
On November 4 & 5, 2021, the Assembly of the Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church will 

be held at St. John the Baptist Cathedral, Munhall, PA. It is designed with eminently qualified 

presenters and presentations of vital significance. We live in an unprecedented time of lives 

disrupted by the covid pandemic. This assembly offers an opportunity for us to together grow 

spiritually and begin to bring ourselves and our Church into a time of renewed interest, growth, 

and participation. Topics include "Look Back: Looking Ahead with a Hopeful Heart (Dcn. Tom 

Shubeck); Our Worship Post Pandemic (Fr. Valerian Michlik & Fr. Andrew Summerson); The 

Eucharist: Holy Gifts to Holy People (Bishop Kurt Burnette); and Growing Parishes Post 

Pandemic (Dcn. Basil Balke).  If anyone is interested in attending, our ECF program will 

organize a group to attend. Please see JoAnn Hersh for more information.  

 
Saturday Morning Spiritual Reflection at Mt. St. Macrina 
Mount St. Macrina will host a "Saturday Morning Spiritual Reflection: Optimism's Chain 

Reaction," Saturday, October 23, 10-11:30 AM. Enjoy a time of spiritual reflection in this 

virtual Zoom program led by Becky Johnen, Ed.D. Register by October 18 by email 

to: hpmsm@verizon.net. Cost is $20.  

 
Catholic Philosopher Peter Kreeft to Speak in Pittsburgh 

Distinguished Roman Catholic philosopher and author, Dr. Peter Kreeft, will speak on "First 

Principles to Survive in a World Gone Mad" at Brother Andre's Cafe, a ministry of Divine Mercy 

Parish, 164 Washington Place, Pittsburgh, on Saturday, October 9, 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM.  Dr. 

Kreeft, a convert to Catholicism from evangelicalism, is the author of over 80 books, 

including, Handbook of Christian Apologetics, The Unaborted Socrates, Ecumenical 

Jihad, Prayer for Beginners, Socrates Meets Jesus,  Between Allah and Jesus and Forty 

Reasons I am a Catholic.  This is a part of the parish's Profundum Speaker Series. Cost: $20 

(with optional $10 lunch). To register: divinemercypgh.org/profundum.  

 
Wearied by the storms of life, we hasten to Your divine intercession, O Savior of the World. 

Strengthen our weakness enabling us to carry our cross without complaint, praising You: 

Alleluia! 
Kontakion to the All-Merciful Lord, Physician of Our Souls and Bodies 

 

A Note from Father Geoff 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

In 2 Corinthians, in the portion appointed for the Epistle today, St. Paul writes about 

Christian generosity: "Let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of 

necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver." (9:8) He writes this in the context of discussing 

God's sufficiency and abundance.  Christians can be generous not because they are 

necessarily wealthy or well-off, but because they belong to God and God is in control 

of all things. 

 

In Psalm 49, God says,  "For all the wild animals of the forest are Mine, the cattle and the 

oxen in the hills. I know all the birds of heaven, and the ripe fruit of the field is with Me. If 

I were hungry, I would not tell you; for the world is Mine, and all its fullness." (Ps. 49:10-

12) 

 

We also know, from St. Mary, that it is God who has promised to "fill the hungry with good 

things" and "lift up the humble and meek." (Luke 1:46-55) So we, who are God's children 

by adoption and grace (Rom 8:15; Gal 3:26) are heirs of all of God's penitude and 

abundance. We need not be stingy or miserly. 

 

It is always a touchy thing for a pastor to write to his congregation about giving. But it is 

necessary that we have the generous giving of the faithful for the proper working and 

mission of a parish. As you pray about your charitable giving - both to the church and to 

other worthy organizations - I would encourage you to think about these Scriptures. 

Remember that God is a God of abundance and sufficiency. He has cared for all of us to this 

point, and he will continue to care for us and bless us. Then ask our Lord how he is calling 

you to give to his work in this world. 

 

Above all, though, let us have cheerful hearts as we give to the Lord and his work. As we 

give our time, our talents and our treasure, may his Name be glorified in our parish and in 

our lives. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 Fr. Geoff 

 

Do not say, "This happened by chance, while this came to be of itself." In all that exists there 

is nothing disorderly, nothing indefinite, nothing without purpose, nothing by chance... How 

many hairs are on your head? God will not forget one of them. Do you see how nothing, 

even the smallest thing, escapes the gaze of God? 
St. Basil the Great 

mailto:hpmsm@verizon.net
http://divinemercypgh.org/profundum


 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
The place on the “Lake of Gennesaret” (i.e. the Sea of Galilee) 

where the calling of the first disciples took place is well known to 

the local Christians of the area even to today and pilgrims can visit 

this holy site and wade in the waters where Jesus stood. There, near 

the shore, there is a large spring that waterfalls into the sea. The 

water of that spring is a little warmer than the waters of the sea and 

the local fish (tilapia and catfish) come to the spot in massive 

schools seeking the warm fresh water of the spring. The experience 

of the place is quite extraordinary and allows us to meditate more 

deeply upon Jesus’ invitation to Simon in the Gospel which is 

proclaimed in the Church today.  

“Do not be afraid; from now on you shall catch men,” Jesus told Simon Peter that day and today he 

speaks these words to us. Do not be afraid! In the anti-Christian climate in which we live today we 

are told over and over again that religion is not welcome in public. “Do not speak about your faith” 

they tell us. And yet, commanded by Christ to “teach all nations,” and to become “fishers of men,” 

we cannot remain silent about our relationship with the Lord. We cannot remain silent about the gift 

of Divine Life which we have experienced.  

The consolation that knowing the geographical context of today’s Gospel grants us is two-fold. First, 

the “fish” which we are invited to catch desire the Good News. Carved into every heart created by 

God is a deep desire for Truth and for a relationship with our Creator. The second consolation is that 

of knowing that we are not the originators or source of the gift which men desire. It is the Lord 

himself who is the attraction. It is the Lord himself who is the warm water of the spring which falls 

into the sea of this world. We are called simply to lend our hands, to lend our mouths, to lend our 

lives to become the net by which the great Fisherman will catch his fish through us.  

Practical Questions:  

1. In what ways do we tend to shy away from sharing our faith with others?  

2. What opportunities / small practical ways do we have on a daily basis to share our faith with those 

around us?  

3. Why did Jesus choose simple fishermen for his mission of salvation? What does this teach us 

about our calling to be evangelizers?  

4. What would you have done if you were Simon, Andrew, James or John and Jesus had asked you 

to “put out your net” after you had not caught anything all night and you had already cleaned your 

nets? 

 

Christ, the Physician of Souls and Bodies 

We are excited to share with you our many CATECHETICAL RESOURCES for the renewal 

of our Eastern Churches! Today we have a reflection and prayer cards available for your 

personal formation to go along with our Catechetical theme for the year, Christ, the Physician 

of Souls and Bodies.  

 
Anniversary Liturgy and Luncheon 

On Sunday, October 10th we will celebrate the tenth anniversary of Deacon Tom’s ordination 

with a combined parishes Divine Liturgy at St. Mary in Ambridge at 9:30 AM.  Deacon Gregory 

Loya from the Dormition of The Mother of God parish in Cleveland, Ohio will be concelebrating 

with Deacon Tom and will be the homilist for the Liturgy.  Deacon Gregory and Deacon Tom 

were classmates at the Seminary from 2005 – 2010 during their academic studies for the 

diaconate.  There will be a reception in the parish hall following the liturgy with a luncheon of 

halupki, haluski, sandwiches, desserts, soft drinks, and a mimosa bar. Please plan to attend as 

we continue to be thankful for Deacon Tom’s service to our parishes and the Archeparchy of 

Pittsburgh.  May God grant to his servant Deacon Tom many happy and blessed years. 

 
Ordinarily people are not given life on a boat but transported. Nor are they comforted on a 

vessel but anxious about its journey. However this boat is the Church, which... does not kill but 

gives life to those borne along by the storms of this world as if by waves. Just as a little boat 

holds the dying fish that have been brought up from the deep, so also the vessel of the church 

gives life to human beings who have been freed from turmoil. Within itself, I say, the church 

gives life to those who are half-dead, as it were. 

St. Maximus of Turin 

 
Dormition of St. John the Theologian 

Today we remember the passing of the holy apostle and evangelist, John the Theologian, son of 

Zebedee, who, with his brother James and Peter was a witness of the transfiguration and also of 

the passion of the Lord. At the cross he took Mary as his mother, at the command of the dying 

Lord. In the Gospel and his other writings he shows himself to be a theologian. He was found 

worthy to contemplate the glory of the incarnate Word, which he saw and proclaimed 

 
October is Respect Life Month  

In October, the Catholic Church in the United States celebrates Respect Life 

Month, and the first Sunday of October is designated as Respect Life Sunday. 

This year, Respect Life Month is focusing on St. Joseph, defender of life. His 

unhesitating adherence to God’s will as he faithfully and lovingly protected the 

Christ Child and the Blessed Mother bears witness to our own call as Christians. Resources will 

be available beginning next week. 



SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001 
PASTOR: FATHER GEOFFREY MACKEY 

Fr. Geoffrey's Direct Line: (412) 356-3698 

Religious: Sr. Mary Virginia O’ Carm 
Holy Protection Convent, 1000 Clinton St. 724-378-0238 

OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742 
FAX: 724-375-8776 

ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652 
PARISH EMAIL: stgbyz@gmail.com 

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org  
Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, Louisa Hersh, David Klacik              E.C.F. coordinator: Jo Ann Hersh  

Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff 
Holy Mystery of Reconciliation …….………………….………...................… Before and after Liturgies 

Holy Mysteries of Initiation ……..…………………………..…………..….. Contact the church office 
Holy Mystery of Anointing …….…...……………………..….… Ask prior to surgery or serious illness 
Holy Mystery of Marriage …….................….. Contact the church office eight months prior to wedding 
Religious Education Classes ………………. September through May, following Sunday Divine Liturgy 
St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club …………...….….…………. Everyone welcome to participate 

“We need a revolution of Religious education and formation of our membership to understand their 

baptismal commitment to be part of the Body of Christ and their role as active evangelizers.” 
Bishop Nicholas Samra 
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