
August 1, 2021  
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, Procession of the Cross 

 
 

 

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Fighting the Good Fight with Faith 

 
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki! 

 
Propers for this Sunday: Resurrectional Tone 1 & for The Cross, See Handout

 

Divine Services for the Week: 

SUN., AUG. 1 TENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST, Procession of the Holy Cross 

   8:30 A.M.  DIVINE LITURGY 

   + Philomena Rossi, offered by John, Anne, & Carolyn Gural 

AUG. 2 – 6  For the Dormition Fast 

   9:00 A.M.  PARAKLESIS SERVICE (lay service) 

THURS. AUG. 5 TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

   6:00 P.M.  VESPERAL DIVINE LITURGY, Blessing of fruit  

(At St. Mary: Friday, August 6, 6:00 P.M. Divine Liturgy for the Transfiguration) 

 

SAT., AUG. 7  For the Dormition Fast 

   9:00 A.M. PARAKLESIS SERVICE 

SUN., AUG. 8 ELEVENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

   8:30 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY 

      + Philomena Rossi, offered by Betty Zapko 

 
Paraklesis for the Dormition Fast - Need a quiet time for prayer? Every day this week, Monday 

through Saturday at 9:00 A.M., come for the celebration of the Paraklesis (as a lay service Mon. 

- Fri), as we offer our prayerful supplications to our Holy Mother and Ever-Virgin Mary. The 

Paraklesis, or Office of Supplication to the Theotokos is probably the most ancient service of 

supplication. Come and be part of this prayerful event. 

 

Happy Birthday Greetings This Week: 

August 1: Jacoby Barnett, August 3: Elesia Hagan-Day, August 4: Kathy Kapaldo,  

Wedding Anniversaries this Week: 

None for the week 

Please Pray For Our Sick and Shut-ins 
HOME – Eileen Batcha, Rebecca Dickun, Marianne Dove, Jean Herdt, Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin 
Joray, Mary Ann Jugan, Neil Jugan, Mary Salamon, John Simunick 
 

Beaver Elder Care (616 Golf Course Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001) – Josephine Maruhnich 

 

Epistle Readers – Aug. 1: Louisa Hersh – Aug. 8: Joanne Futato 

Ushers – Stand in as needed 

Troica Holders – Aug. 1: F. Hersh – Aug. 8: R. Mudron 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The feast of the Holy Transfiguration is celebrated late in summer, at the time 

of the first fruits, which remind us of God’s great goodness and His infinite 

bounty. To express our recognition and gratitude to God for His generosity we 

bring some of these first fruits to the church for blessing.  

 

Glory to Jesus Christ ~ Glory Forever! 

Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki! 
 

THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP 

August 1 – 7, 2021 

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for: 

+ Donald Yasick 
(In loving memory) 

Offered By:  

Mary Elizabeth Olack 

 

https://mci.archpitt.org/sheetmusic/general/Paraklesis.pdf
http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/resources/holynpk2.gif


 

Transfiguration: Bask in the Brightness  
During each 'Liturgical Year' the last feast of Our Lord we 

celebrate is that of His Transfiguration, a feast of great 

beauty and richness. (Mt 16: 1-8, Mk 9: 2-8., Lk 9: 28-36.) 

This feast is a source of endless writing and meditation, and 

is best approached in a spirit of prayer, and profound awe. 

Among many topics we might consider, we can reflect on 

this as a feast incarnation; the wonder of Jesus, true God and 

true man. 

We see Him as God, wonderfully "wrapped in light as in a robe". The event on the mountain of 

Tabor is a window into the divinity of Jesus Christ, surrounded with the glory, intensely white. No 

earthly fuller could produce such brilliance. Jesus is God, and in His presence we worship in silence. 

Once before, Moses and Elias worshipped God on the mount, and in silence fell on their faces before 

God. Here, now however, they are speaking with Jesus. "...and they were talking with Jesus". 

What were they discussing, what were they speaking about? Scripture is silent, but we may wonder. 

Perhaps were they speaking about the coming passion of Christ, the suffering, the trial, the cross, 

and the tomb? The Church celebrates the transfiguration 40 days before the feast of the Cross, as if 

to show the inherent link between the feasts of the glory, and the cross. If Jesus, Moses, and Elias 

were speaking about the coming passion, perhaps Christ is also showing something of his human 

nature, even as he reveals his divine nature? For a man lives in relation with others, and he has a 

need to put into words the events and mysteries of the past, the present, and the future. Before any 

important moment, do not we turn to our spouse, our family, and our friends and together seek to 

understand the presence of God and his will? In this way, perhaps Moses and Elias ministered unto 

Christ? Each had spoken to God intimately and with boldness before. Is it surprising that Christ 

would call upon them now as 'friends of God', friends of His, to speak of the coming Passover? The 

Lord acts naturally as a man, and humbly converses with his friends about the coming trial, even as 

his divinity is wondrously revealed to the disciples. 

The union of Christ's humanity and divinity is complete and full, and as we meditate upon the feasts 

of the Lord's life we always benefit by focusing on this wonderfully unity in his person. Let us, as 

disciples might, bask in the brightness of this mystery, begging our Savior God to reveal Himself 

more fully to us. For what we see is beautiful and alluring. The tropar proclaims that Christ reveals 

His glory to his disciples. But the glory is not the divinity, nor is it the humanity, both are glorious 

in Him! Let the light shine upon us sinners (for the glory of humanity is marred in us by sin), that 

enlightened and purified through this feast, we too may shine through His generous gift of mercy. 

Written by a monk of the Byzantine Catholic Church 

 

A Note from Father Geoff 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

As we walk through St. Paul's "Fruit of the Spirit" in Galatians 5:22, the fifth fruit is Kindness. 

Kindness is certainly a virtue that we need in our world today. We don't need to look very far to 

find pettiness, mean-spiritedness, and selfishness in the world of politics, society, business, or 

even in our own neighborhoods. The antidote to these is the fruit of kindness. St. Basil the Great 

said, "The one who sows courtesy, reaps friendship, and the one who plants kindness gathers 

love." 

 

In a Christian sense, kindness is not merely being "nice" or "getting along." Of course, being 

kind does often involve being nice, especially in day-to-day situations. But sometimes kindness 

means speaking out, standing up, or taking action. The Greek word translated "kindness" in our 

Bibles is chrēstotēs, which includes the idea of moral excellence and being willing to meet the 

needs of others. Kindness isn't simply saying good words - though that's a start! - but it involves 

practical actions on behalf of the other. It is this sort of kindness that God calls us to express to 

friend, neighbor, and enemy alike.  Kindness is such an important virtue that St.  Thérèse of 

Lisieux wrote, "Kindness is my only guiding star. In its light, I sail a straight route; I have my 

motto written on my sail, 'To live in love.'" 

 

This kindness has its source in God himself. St. Paul, in his letter to St. Titus, wrote, "But when 

the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of 

righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy." (Titus 3.4) 

 

Just as God's kindness reaches us, even though we did nothing to earn it, so when we are filled 

with the Spirit of God, will we bear this same fruit: kindness to others, regardless of their 

deserving. May it be said of us that we are truly kind people, ready to put ourselves on the line 

for the needs of others. And in doing so, may the holy Name of Jesus be glorified and many 

brought to know and love him. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 Fr. Geoff 

 

 

 
 



 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
At that time, a man came up to Him and kneeling before Him 

said, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and 

he suffers terribly; for often he falls into the fire, and often into 

the water. And I brought him to Your disciples, and they could 

not heal him.” And Jesus answered, “O faithless and perverse 

generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to 

bear with you? Bring him here to me.” 

In today’s Gospel Reading Our Lord said that the disciples 

who were unable to heal the boy were FAITHLESS. What 

does it mean to have faith? 

Faith is what comes of an encounter with the Lord beyond words and human concepts. It is 

the result of a face to face, heart to heart encounter with the living God. Faith is a gift given 

by God to those who have purified their hearts, to those who have learned how to sit at the 

feet of the Lord in silence and who practice moment by moment, day by day, month by 

month and year after year the constant remembrance of His presence. Faith is a return to the 

truth of who we are as human beings created in His image and likeness. It is the rising within 

us of the rivers of living water promised by Christ to those who have, as St. Seraphim so 

beautifully taught, acquired the Holy Spirit. Faith is released in us from the depths of our 

souls when we have taken out the garbage that obstructs the image and let go of everything 

that is unhelpful, unloving and unhealthy. 

Faith embraces God Himself in an unmediated way, demanding and asking for nothing 

except to see and experience the wonder of His presence. Even miracles are a distraction 

from the “one necessary thing” which is to sit at His feet, to feed on His words, to bask 

silently in His silence. The Holy Fathers say that if you see a vision during prayer, ignore it 

and return to prayer for there is only one “necessary thing.” Faith rests in the God who at all 

times “is everywhere present, filling all things” and is content to be alone with Him and to 

love Him. True faith simply knows that the goodness of the Lord overflows at all times to 

all creation whether times are good or bad or happy or sad. “To live is Christ, to die is 

Christ,” wrote St. Paul. That is all we need. The sign of faith in a person may be miracles or 

not, but the one sure sign that faith is at work is love and humility. If they are present, then 

a variety of miracles are already occurring and the eyes of faith can see them. Amen. 

 

 
August 1: Procession of the Cross - It became a tradition to carry the 

wood of the Venerable Cross through the streets of Constantinople for the 

sanctification of the city starting in the beginning of August. This was done 

because illnesses were more common in August at that time. On the eve of the 

Feast, it was taken out of the imperial treasury, and laid upon the altar of the 

great Church of Hagia Sophia. From this Feast until the Feast of the Dormition 

of the Most Holy Theotokos, they carried the relic of the Cross, through the city 

in procession, offering it to the people to venerate. 

 
Total Faith - When someone has total faith, such that he no longer disbelieves in anything found 

in holy Scripture and has faith like that of Abraham, who so believed in God to such a degree 

that his faith was reckoned to him as righteousness, then he has all faith like a grain of a mustard 

seed. Then such a man will say to this mountain – I mean in this case the deaf and dumb spirit 

in him who is said to be epileptic – “Move from here to another place.” It will move. (Origen) 

Excerpts from Christ Our Pascha: Biblical Images of the Church: The Church in the 

New Testament: Christ builds his Church through the words of his preaching and by the witness 

of his life, which culminates in his death upon the Cross and his Resurrection. “You stretched 

out your hands upon the Cross, and gathered all the nations to yourself. You showed them to be 

one Church that praises you, those on earth singing in harmony with those in heaven.” Christ 

called the twelve apostles for ministry in the Church; this number corresponds to the twelve 

tribes of Israel. Christ entrusts the Church to the apostles of this new People of God: “Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you” (Mt 

28:19-20). Fulfilling the word of the divine Savior, the apostles went forth into the world, “like 

arrows shot from a divine bow into the entire world.” (#279) 

The Dormition Fast - The feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos is the most ancient 

feast of the Mother of God, and more than any other, this feast directs our gaze towards what 

we are all called to as Christians: communion with the Lord for all eternity.  Let us prepare 

for it well! The traditional rule for the Dormition Fast is a strict abstinence from August 1 

to 14, with the usual mitigations (wine and oil) for Saturday and Sunday and the Feast of 

the Transfiguration (August 6). It is, therefore, observed as the Great Fast. The Ruthenian 

Metropolia has identified this period as a penitential season (Canon 880, § 2). The 

observance of this fast is voluntary. 

 



SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001 
PASTOR: FATHER GEOFFREY MACKEY 

Fr. Geoffrey's Direct Line: (412) 356-3698 

Religious: Sr. Mary Virginia O’ Carm 
Holy Protection Convent, 1000 Clinton St. 724-378-0238 

OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742 
FAX: 724-375-8776 

ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652 
PARISH EMAIL: stgbyz@gmail.com 

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org  
Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, Louisa Hersh, David Klacik              E.C.F. coordinator: Jo Ann Hersh  

Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff 
Holy Mystery of Reconciliation …….………………….………...................… Before and after Liturgies 

Holy Mysteries of Initiation ……..…………………………..…………..….. Contact the church office 
Holy Mystery of Anointing …….…...……………………..….… Ask prior to surgery or serious illness 
Holy Mystery of Marriage …….................….. Contact the church office eight months prior to wedding 
Religious Education Classes ………………. September through May, following Sunday Divine Liturgy 
St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club …………...….….…………. Everyone welcome to participate 

God loves us more than a father, mother, friend, or any else could love, and even more than we are able to love ourselves. 
St. John Chrysostom 
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