
May 23, 2021 

Pentecost Sunday 
 

 
 

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Fighting the Good Fight with Faith 

 
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki! 

 
Propers for this Sunday: pp. 203 - 208

 

Divine Services for the Week: 

SUN., MAY 23 PENTECOST SUNDAY  

   8:30 A.M.  DIVINE LITURGY 

   + Gordon Jn Baptiste, requested by Lynn & Allen 

SUN., MAY 30 SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS 

   8:30 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY 

      + Departed parishioners 

   2:00 P.M.  Blessing of graves at Mt. Olivet cemetery 

 

Prayers to the Holy Spirit 

Today at the end of Divine Liturgy we will have special kneeling prayers to the Holy Spirit. 

These prayers are only said on the Feast of Pentecost. 

 

Welcome Father Will Rupp 

This Sunday we welcome Father Will Rupp who is here to celebrate the Divine Liturgy for our 

St. George Church while Father Geoff is away. We ask Our Lord to bless him for many happy 

and blessed years! Мnohaja Lita! 

 

 

Happy Birthday Greetings This Week: 

May 25: Connie Hersh 

Wedding Anniversaries this Week: 

May 29: John & Janice Gural  

Please Pray For Our Sick and Shut-ins 
HOME – Eileen Batcha, Rebecca Dickun, Marianne Dove, Jean Herdt, Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin 
Joray, Mary Ann Jugan, Neil Jugan, Mary Salamon, John Simunick 
 

Hunter’s Care Home (1916 Main St, Aliquippa, PA 15001) – Mary Poiarkoff  
Beaver Elder Care (616 Golf Course Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001) – Josephine Maruhnich 

 

Epistle Readers May 23: – Joanne Futato – May 30: JoAnn Hersh 

Ushers – Stand in as needed 

Troica Holders – May 23: R. Mudron – May30: Francis Hersh 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Basil the Great, “On the Holy Spirit”  
“Through the Holy Spirit comes our restoration to paradise, our 

ascension into the kingdom of heaven, our return to the adoption of 

sons, our liberty to call God our Father, our being made partakers of 

the grace of Christ, our being called children of light, our sharing in 

eternal glory, and, in a word, our being brought into a state of all 

“fullness of blessing,” both in this world and in the world to come, of 

all the good gifts that are in store for us, by promise hereof, through 

faith, beholding the reflection of their grace as though they were 

already present, we await the full enjoyment.” 

 

We will get out of Church, our faith, and relationships,  
what we put into them. 

THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP 

May 23 -29, 2021 

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for: 

+ Anna, John, & Andy Choros 
(In loving memory) 
Offered By:  

Mary Salamon 

 

http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/resources/holynpk2.gif


It's St. George Flea Market Time! 

Our Flea Market, Haluski and Bake Sale will 

return this summer here at St. George Church, 

on June 26 - 27. We are in need of new 

donations. Consider donating items you no 

longer need to our Flea Market, no clothing 

please. Items can be brought to the Center every 

Saturday from 9:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M. or any time you are here. Ask family and friends to 

consider donating items to our Flea Market. Your help with this event will be greatly 

appreciated. Thank you! 

 

Excerpts from Christ Our Pascha 

Pentecost: On the fiftieth day after Christ’s Resurrection, the Church celebrates the Descent of 

the Holy Spirit upon the apostles (see Acts 2:1-4). This sending of the Holy Spirit signals the 

fulfilment of God’s condescension to creation, a condescension that began at the creation of the 

world. In the Holy Spirit, God offers himself to the human race. This gift of God’s life is always 

a blessing for us, and thus we refer to it as grace. The gift of the Holy Spirit gives us the 

opportunity to become partakers of God’s nature, to be divinized, to enter into the communion 

of the Persons of the Most Holy Trinity. The Holy Spirit fills creation with his grace and perfects 

it in accordance with God’s plan: “God’s Spirit was to spiritualize the darkness of matter, to 

illuminate it, and to draw it into the sphere of God’s life.” (#255) 

The Holy Spirit bestows upon us a wealth of gifts. And though there is one Spirit, there are many 

gifts (see 1 Cor 12:4). “There is not a single gift that creation possesses that has not come from 

the Holy Spirit.”213 The Holy Spirit brings meaning and purpose to the history of humankind, 

directing it toward Christ, the Divine Logos. The Holy Spirit is the Source and Giver of every 

human life. It is the Holy Spirit who creates humankind in the image of Christ, making it a living 

soul, his temple and the dwelling place of the Most Holy Trinity. (#256) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
A Note from Father Geoff 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

Today is the great and holy celebration of Pentecost! The Holy Spirit descends upon the believers in 

Jerusalem as Christ had promised. Before his Ascension, Jesus had promised his apostles that "you 

will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." (Acts 1.8) 

 

When the Holy Spirit overshadowed them ten days later, they became witnesses to the Lord in 

Jerusalem. In that cosmopolitan city, everyone heard the disciples speaking in their own languages. 

"Amazed and astonished, they asked, 'Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it 

that we hear, each of us, in our native language?'" (Acts 2.7-8) 

 

Then, in the coming days and weeks, the disciples spread out and became witnesses in "Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth. It sounds like a 

simple geographical expansion from the center at Jerusalem. But it is more than that. In Judea, the 

witnesses would be speaking to their fellow Jews, teaching them that Jesus of Nazareth is the 

fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets. But in going to Samaria, they are not just geographically 

leaving Jerusalem; they are leaving Jerusalem culturally and theologically.  The Samaritans were 

hated by the Jews (see Luke 10.25-37; John 4.7-9). First century Jews would often journey out of 

their way to avoid Samaria. But Jesus explicitly told the disciples that the Holy Spirit would 

empower them to be witnesses in Samaria.  

 

Each of us, by our Baptism and Chrismation, and through faith in Jesus Christ, is empowered by the 

Holy Spirit to be a witness for Jesus Christ. As believers, we are to show the Lordship of Jesus by 

our words and deeds - our forgiveness, generosity, hospitality, gentleness, kindness, and even by 

explicitly evangelizing. And we are authorized and empowered for this witness not only to those 

who are "like us," but to the "Samaritans" in our own culture. Since the love of Christ reaches to 

those who we would most like to avoid, it is even to them that we are called to bear witness to the 

love of God. 

 

My prayer is that we, as a parish and as individuals, would be so filled with the Holy Spirit, that we 

would be the witnesses of Christ to all that we encounter. May the Holy Spirit come upon all of us 

and overshadow us, that we may bring the Word of God to all those around us. 

 

Joy of the Feast! 

Fr. Geoff 



 

Pentecost – The Descent of the Holy Spirit on  the Apostles 
When the Most High descended and confused tongues, he 

scattered nations. When He distributed the tongues of fire, He 

called all to unity. We also, with one voice, glorify the Most Holy 

Spirit.  

The tenth day after the Ascension of Jesus Christ was the fiftieth 

day after the Resurrection of Christ. It was the Jews’ great feast 

of Pentecost, which commemorated the giving of the Law on Mt. 

Sinai.  

All the Apostles, the Mother of God, and the other Disciples of 

Christ and other of the faithful, were all together in one room in Jerusalem. It was the third hour 

of the day by the Hebrew reckoning of hours, according to our system – nine o’clock in the 

morning. Suddenly a sound came from heaven, like a rush of a mighty wind, and it filled the 

entire house where they were sitting. There descended on them tongues that looked like fire, 

which rested on each one of them. There were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 

in other languages, previously unknown to them. Thus the Holy Spirit, according to the promise 

of the Savior, descended on the apostles in the form of tongues of fire, as a sign that He gave 

the apostles the ability and zeal to preach the teachings of Christ to all peoples. He descended 

in the form of fire as a sign of the power to cleanse sins, to sanctify and warm souls.  

From the day of the descent of the Holy Spirit the Christian faith quickly spread with the help 

of God, and the number of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ multiplied. Instructed by the Holy 

Spirit, the apostles preached boldly to all about Jesus Christ, the Son of God, about His suffering 

for us and resurrection from the dead. The Lord helped them with many great miracles which 

were performed by the apostles in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. At first the apostles 

preached to the Jews, and then dispersed to various countries to preach to all the people. To 

perform the sacraments and to preach Christianity the apostles established, by the laying on of 

hands, bishops, presbyters, and deacons. This grace of the Holy Spirit, which was clearly 

conferred on the apostles in the form of tongues of fire, is now conferred in our Holy Church 

invisibly in its sacraments, through the successors to the apostles, the pastors of the Church, its 

bishops and priests. 

 
Pentecost Week  

As we commemorate the birthday of the Church on this Great Feast of 

Pentecost, the entire week is free from fast and abstinence for the faithful. 

 

 

The Breath of Life - Theodore of Mopsuestia (A.D. 350-428) teaches that after Jesus breathed on 

them he mentioned the Spirit. Why? So that his disciples would believe that the body was made 

imperishable through the resurrection because of the power of the Spirit. He said to them, you must 

truly believe in what has been said to you and must have no doubts about the resurrection. You must 

not reject the honor of the apostolate because you are scared of being sent as messengers of a new 

doctrine into the world. You will indeed receive the effect of the Spirit, which, at the right time, will 

confer on you resurrection and immortality. 

Through the Spirit you will receive - in this life - an amazing, supernatural strength to perform 

unheard-of-miracles by a mere word. You will be able to face any afflictions that may befall you 

because of those who oppose your preaching. And even though there were many other things to be 

accomplished in them through the Spirit, without mentioning them he mentioned the most important 

argument of all. Here, he says, is what will clearly demonstrate to you the strength of the Spirit. 

Indeed, as soon as you receive it you will be able to absolve the sins of whomever you want, as well 

as to pronounce a sentence of condemnation against anyone. If you, a man, after receiving the gift 

of the Spirit, will be able to do all these things that are of God – indeed, only he has the power to 

judge – I leave you to consider what the effectiveness of the Spirit is. Once you have received it you 

must no longer doubt. (Adapted from Theodore' of Mopsuesita's commentary on John) 

 
“Out of his heart shall flow rivers of living water” 
While we hear the historical account of Pentecost read in Church today from the Acts of the Apostles, 

we also hear in the Gospel the promise of Jesus that those who believe in Him will receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit which will become a life giving spring which will flow out to others. 

In other words, we who have received the gift of the life of Jesus within us cannot remain simply 

consumers but must become, like Jesus, a people who live our life as a gift to others. “For whoever 

would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for my sake, he will save it” (Luke 9:24). 

It is in giving of our life, then, that the Christian finds his true purpose in life. 

 

CHALLENGE QUESTIONS 

1. How can we gain our life by losing it? 

2. In what tangible way can we give our life to others? 

3. How is prayer for others a way in which we share our life with others? 

 
Blessing of Graves - Following the Feast of Pentecost, next Sunday May 30, we will have the 

Blessing of Graves at Mt. Olivet Cemetery that afternoon at 2:00 P.M. We will gather at the Cross 

at the main entrance of the cemetery for a Panachida Service then proceed to bless the graves of our 

deceased loved ones. Come and pray for your deceased family members. We believe in the bodily 

resurrection at the Second Coming of Christ. Therefore, the body deserves an appropriate sanctified 

resting-place until the Second Coming. For this reason, we as Eastern Christians go to the 

gravesite to pray for our departed loved ones. 
The Holy Spirit reminds us ” not to reject the traditions of our elders, which they have learned from 

their fathers” (Sirach 8:9). 



SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001 
PASTOR: FATHER GEOFFREY MACKEY 

Fr. Geoffrey's Direct Line: (412) 356-3698 

Religious: Sr. Mary Virginia O’ Carm 
Holy Protection Convent, 1000 Clinton St. 724-378-0238 

OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742 
FAX: 724-375-8776 

ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652 
PARISH EMAIL: stgbyz@gmail.com 

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org  
Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, Louisa Hersh, David Klacik              E.C.F. coordinator: Jo Ann Hersh  

Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff 
Holy Mystery of Reconciliation …….………………….………...................… Before and after Liturgies 

Holy Mysteries of Initiation ……..…………………………..…………..….. Contact the church office 
Holy Mystery of Anointing …….…...……………………..….… Ask prior to surgery or serious illness 
Holy Mystery of Marriage …….................….. Contact the church office eight months prior to wedding 
Religious Education Classes ………………. September through May, following Sunday Divine Liturgy 
St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club …………...….….…………. Everyone welcome to participate 
 

The Holy Spirit reminds us ” not to reject the traditions of our elders, 

which they have learned from their fathers” (Sirach 8:9) 
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