
May 16, 2021 

Sunday of the Fathers of the First Nicaean Council 
 

 
 

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Fighting the Good Fight with Faith 

 
Christ is Glorified! Exalt Him Forever! ~ Christos Proslavlennyj! Velicajme Jeho vo v'iki! 

 
Propers for this Sunday: pp. 196 - 202

 

Divine Services for the Week: 

SUN., MAY 16 SUNDAY of the FATHERS of the FIRST NICAEAN COUNCIL 

   8:30 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY 
      + Gordon Jn Baptiste, requested by Cathy Parch 

SUN., MAY 23 PENTECOST SUNDAY  

   8:30 A.M.  DIVINE LITURGY 
   + Gordon Jn Baptiste, requested by Lynn & Allen 

 

Eternal Life in Christ  

In asking to be glorified, Jesus is asking his Father not to give him glory 

so much as He is seeking to reveal the honor the Father had already given 

Him. The Son's willing obedience and his glorious deeds reflect back on 

the Father. They are then passed onto us as the gift of salvation we receive 

through faith. 

The Gospel recounting the High Priestly Prayer is placed on this Sunday after Ascension 

because today we also celebrate the memory of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council 

held at Nicea in A.D. 325. It was at this Council when the Church affirmed that Christ was 

of one essence with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 

 

Happy Birthday Greetings This Week: 

May 22: Zoe Ferrand 

Wedding Anniversaries this Week: 

May 21: Francis & JoAnn Hersh  

Please Pray For Our Sick and Shut-ins 
HOME – Eileen Batcha, Rebecca Dickun, Marianne Dove, Jean Herdt, Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin 
Joray, Mary Ann Jugan, Neil Jugan, Mary Salamon, John Simunick 
 

Hunter’s Care Home (1916 Main St, Aliquippa, PA 15001) – Mary Poiarkoff  
Beaver Elder Care (616 Golf Course Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001) – Josephine Maruhnich 

 

Epistle Readers – May 16: Prudy Peya – May 23: Joanne Futato 

Ushers – Stand in as needed 

Troica Holders – May16: J. Yurosky – May 23: R. Mudron 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

During the days of Pascha and Pentecost, the parish community gathers at the cemetery to 

pray at the graves of the departed and to share with them the joy of Christ’s Resurrection 

and new life. The cemetery is a hallowed place; and when it is ordered and cared for, it is 

evidence of a proper attitude of the living toward the deceased. (Christ our Pascha #521) 

 

 

Father Geoff will be away next weekend. Father Will Rupp will 

be here to celebrate our Sunday Divine Liturgy with us. 

THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP 

May 16 - 22, 2021 

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for: 

The Parishioners 

 

http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/resources/holynpk2.gif


 

It's St. George Flea Market Time! 

Our Flea Market, Haluski and Bake Sale will 

return this summer here at St. George 

Church, tentative dates: June 26 - 27. We are 

in need of new donations. Consider donating 

items you no longer need to our Flea Market, no clothing 

please. Items can be brought to the Center every Saturday from 9:00 A.M. 

- 11:00 A.M. or any time you are here. Ask family and friends to consider donating items to 

our Flea Market. Your help with this event will be greatly appreciated. Thank you! 

Holy Rosary to be Recited  

The Holy Rosary will be recited at the “Grotto” of Our Lady of Lourdes located at the St. 

Anthony Center in West Aliquippa on Today at 3:00 P.M., led by Deacon Tony Giordano. 

Everyone is welcome to join the St. Anthony Congregation in honoring the Blessed Mother.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea  

The Church was strengthened into one faith through the 

preaching of the Apostles and the doctrines of the Fathers. 

The Church is robed in truth woven of the word of God 

from above. It teaches truth, and glorifies the great 

mystery of faith.  

Today we celebrate the memory of the Holy Fathers of the 

First Ecumenical Council which is annually celebrated on the 

Sunday before Pentecost, following Ascension Thursday. As 

we witnessed on the Feast of the Ascension, when Christ 

ascended, He reiterated His promise of the Holy Spirit to the 

Apostles. The Holy Spirit guided the Church, and this 

guidance is magnificently made manifest in the history of the 

Ecumenical Councils, when dogmas were confirmed and 

heresies were corrected. It was the Holy Spirit who guided the 

Holy Fathers in the councils and confirmed their 

pronouncements.  

There have been seven Ecumenical Councils, which were convened when there was some heresy 

that endangered the purity of the true faith. The First Ecumenical council that we celebrate today 

was held in 325 AD in a small town in Asia Minor called Nicea. According to the historical 

documents, 318 bishops participated in the council, who are called “holy fathers of Nicea” or 

just ‘holy 318’. The number 318 has a biblical significance as the bishops are seen like 318 

servants of Abraham (Gen 14:14). This First Ecumenical Council produced four important 

documents: 1. Confession of Faith (Symbol), which Arius and two of his supporters declined to 

undersign and were thereby excommunicated and exiled to Illiricum. 2. The council decided 

upon the date of Pascha-Easter and controversies on this issue were settled. 3. Twenty Canons 

to the question of ecclesiastical discipline. 4. A Synodal letter, which was sent to all sister 

Churches to explain the proceedings of the council and thereby a call to obey the decisions of 

the council.  

Recognizing the divine Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council as heralds of the Faith after the 

Holy Apostles, the Church of Christ has appointed this present Sunday for their annual 

commemoration, in thanksgiving and unto the glory of God, unto their praise and honor, and 

unto the strengthening of the true Faith.  

 

 



 

Fathers of the First Council of Nicaea, Reflection 

This Sunday is the Sunday of the Father of the First Council of Nicaea. Obviously, the “fathers” 

of the council refers to the 318 Bishops that traveled from all over the world to join together to 

give voice to the Orthodox Catholic Faith as it was established and received from the Apostles. 

Primarily, the fathers of the council focused their attention on the Arian heresy and proclaimed 

with one voice that Jesus is truly God and truly man, an Eternal Divine Person with two distinct 

natures. One of the Bishops that joined the council was the great Saint Athanasios, Bishop of 

Alexandria. 

It was St. Athanasios who, in his debates with the arch-heretic Arius, uttered the famous 

statement “God became man that man might become god.” This truth, so central to our Christian 

faith, restates the foundational Christian belief that the purpose of the Incarnation, the reason 

God became a man in the womb of Holy Theotokos, was so that He might reclaim His creation 

from the dominion of the devil and reunite us with Him. Through our Baptism we are joined to 

Christ in a real way so that we are able to say with Saint Paul, “It is no longer I who lives, but 

Christ who lives in me.” 

Challenge Questions: 

1. What is the purpose of the Incarnation according to Saint Athanasios? 

2. How does Saint Athanasios’ statement impact how I see my life as a Christian? 

3. How does the truth of our real transformation through Baptism impact those around us?

Excerpt from Christ Our Pascha  

The Ascension: In his Ascension, Christ raised renewed human nature to divine glory. The 

liturgical stichera of the Ascension feast sings of the open “doors to heaven” and how Christ 

enters “into heaven,” where he is greeted by angelic powers in fear and trepidation. He is lifted 

up “upon the clouds,” above the cherubim and “higher” than heaven. As God, to him belongs a 

“place” at the right of the Father. In God’s plan, the Ascension is the condition for the descent 

of the Holy Spirit: “It is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate 

will not come to you” ( Jn 16:7). Christ ascends to the Father “for us men and for our salvation” 

(Symbol of Faith). “In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, 

would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for 

you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also” 

( Jn 14:2-3). Just as Christ ascended in glory, so in glory he will also return again.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. (Symbol of Faith) 

He will come again to reward each according to their works. 

(Anaphora of the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great) 

 

We Prepare to Celebrate Pentecost  

Next Sunday we will celebrate Pentecost Sunday, which is a celebration of 

the fulfillment of the promises of God. Pentecost Sunday – the Feast of the 

Descent of the Holy Spirit is also known as the Green Sunday. Why? Green 

is the color of spring and summer, the color of life, and life is an attribute of 

the Holy Spirit, “the Lord and giver of Life” who animates us all. In 

commemoration of Pentecost, please WEAR GREEN to celebrate this day!  

 
Blessing of Graves  

We will have the Blessing of Graves at Mt. Olivet Cemetery on Sunday May 30, time to be 

determined. We will gather at the Cross at the main entrance of the cemetery for a Panachida 

Service then proceed to bless the graves of our deceased loved ones. Come and pray for 

your deceased family members.  

During Pentecost season the priest visits cemeteries to 

bless the graves of our departed…but why do we bless 

the grave and the body of the dead when the soul has 

already ascended? 

We must first understand that our bodies are not our own. St. 

Paul in his First Letter to the Corinthians (6:19-20) writes, 

“Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy 

Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are 

not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore 

glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are 

God’s.” Our bodies are not our own. They are God’s and we are expected to return them in 

the same pristine beauty that He created us – in His image and likeness. We sanctify our 

bodies throughout our lifetime with various Sacraments and Blessings. We sanctify the 

places where we live our lives – Church, our homes, our cars, etc. Just because we have 

passed into eternal rest does not mean that our bodies are not God’s anymore, created in His 

image and likeness. 

Secondly, we believe in the bodily resurrection at the Second Coming of Christ. Therefore, 

the body deserves an appropriate sanctified resting-place until the Second Coming. For this 

reason, we as Eastern Christians go to the gravesite to pray for our departed loved ones. 

 



SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001 
PASTOR: FATHER GEOFFREY MACKEY 

Fr. Geoffrey's Direct Line: (412) 356-3698 

Religious: Sr. Mary Virginia O’ Carm 
Holy Protection Convent, 1000 Clinton St. 724-378-0238 

OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742 
FAX: 724-375-8776 

ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652 
PARISH EMAIL: stgbyz@gmail.com 

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org  
Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, Louisa Hersh, David Klacik              E.C.F. coordinator: Jo Ann Hersh  

Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff 
Holy Mystery of Reconciliation …….………………….………...................… Before and after Liturgies 

Holy Mysteries of Initiation ……..…………………………..…………..….. Contact the church office 
Holy Mystery of Anointing …….…...……………………..….… Ask prior to surgery or serious illness 
Holy Mystery of Marriage …….................….. Contact the church office eight months prior to wedding 
Religious Education Classes ………………. September through May, following Sunday Divine Liturgy 
St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club …………...….….…………. Everyone welcome to participate 
 

The Holy Spirit reminds us ” not to reject the traditions of our elders, 

which they have learned from their fathers” (Sirach 8:9) 
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