
June 21, 2020 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Fighting the Good Fight with Faith 

 
 Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! ~ Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na V’iki!  

 

Divine Services for the Week: 

SUN., JUNE 21 THIRD SUNDAY after PENTECOST, Father’s Day 

   8:30 A.M. Divine Liturgy 
+ For our Fathers, Grandfathers, Godfathers, and Spiritual Fathers 

WED., JUNE 24 NATIVITY of the FORERUNNER and BAPTIST JOHN 

   6:00 P.M  Divine Liturgy 

SUN., JUNE 28 FOURTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

  8:30 A.M Divine Liturgy 

 + Mary Polas, offered by daughter Betty 

   4:00 P.M. VESPERAL DIVINE LITURGY 
FEAST of the HOLY APOSTLES PETER and PAUL, obligation 

 
Happy Father’s Day!  
God our Father, We give you thanks and praise for fathers young and old. We pray for young fathers, 

newly embracing their vocation; may they find courage and perseverance to balance work, family 

and faith in joy and sacrifice. We pray for our own Fathers around the world whose children are 

lost or suffering; may they know that the God of compassion walks with them in their sorrow. We 

pray for men who are not fathers but still mentor and guide us with fatherly love and advice. We 

remember fathers, grandfathers, and great grandfathers who are no longer with us but who live 

forever in our memory and nourish us with their love. Amen 

 

Happy Birthday Greetings This Week: 

June 22: Dante Gural, June 23: Dakota Gural, June 26: Andrea Popovich 

Wedding Anniversaries this Week: 

None for the Week 

Please Pray For Our Sick and Shut-ins 

HOME – Eileen Batcha, Natalie Jugan-Diaz, Rebecca Dickun, Marianne Dove, Jean Herdt, 

Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin Joray, Mary Ann Jugan, Neil Jugan, Josephine Maruhnich, Mary 

Salamon, John Simunick, Bonnie Taylor 
 

Hunter’s Care Home (1916 Main St, Aliquippa, PA 15001) – Mary Poiarkoff 

West Hills Health & Rehab Center (951 Brodhead Road, Coraopolis, PA 15108) – Alice Haber, Margaret 

Klacik 

Beaver Meadows (5130 Tuscarawas Rd, Beaver, PA 15009) - Angie Yuhasz 

 
Epistle Readers – June 21: JoAnn Hersh – June 28: Louisa Hersh 

Ushers – June 21: E. Maruhnich/J. Yurosky – June 28: F. Hersh/E. Maruhnich 

Troica Holders – June 21: F. Hersh – June 28: M. Bobanic 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel:  

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the 

malice and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, 

O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all 

evil spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of souls. Amen. 

 

 

THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP 

June 21 - 27, 2020 

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for: 

 + Mary Polas 

(In Loving Memory) 

Offered By:  

Daughter, Betty 
 

 

http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/resources/holynpk2.gif


Trust in the Lord 

Jesus teaches us to trust in God our Father at all times and in all circumstances. St John 

Chrysostom, in his commentary on Matthew, speaks to us about the meaning of the images used 

in this passage. Just when the lilies of the field are all decked out Jesus no longer calls them 

lilies but “grass of the field.” He then points further to their vulnerable condition by saying 

“which are here today.” Then He does not merely say “and not tomorrow” but rather more 

callously “cast into the oven”. These creatures are not merely “clothed” but “so clothed” in this 

way as to be later brought to nothing. Do you see how Jesus everywhere abounds in 

amplifications and intensifications? He does so in order to press home his point. Then He adds, 

“Will he not much more clothe you?” The force of the emphasis is on “you” to indicate covertly 

how great is the value set upon your personal existence and the concern God shows for you in 

particular. It is as though He were saying, “You, to whom He gave a soul, for whom He 

fashioned a body, for whose sake He made everything in creation, for whose sake He sent 

prophets, and gave the law, and wrought those innumerable good works, and for whose sake he 

gave up his only begotten Son.” This is a powerful message. 

The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist, June 24 
Six months before his appearance in Nazareth to the All Holy Virgin 

Mary, the great archangel of God, Gabriel appeared to Zacharias the 

high priest in the Temple at Jerusalem. Before he announced the 

miraculous conception to the unwed Virgin Mary, the archangel 

announced the miraculous conception to the childless old woman 

Elizabeth. Zacharias did not immediately believe the words of the 

herald of God and this is why his tongue was tied with dumbness and 

remained as such until eight days after the birth of John.  

On that day, the relatives of Zacharias and Elizabeth gathered for the young child’s circumcision 

and for the sake of giving him a name. When they asked the father what name he wishes to give 

to his son and being dumb, he wrote on a tablet: “John.” At that moment his tongue became 

loosed and he began to speak. The home of Zacharias was on the heights between Bethlehem 

and Hebron. The news of the appearance of the angel of God to Zacharias was spread throughout 

all of Israel, as well as of his dumbness and the loosening of his tongue at the moment when he 

wrote the name “John.” The news concerning this even reached Herod. Therefore, when Herod 

sent soldiers to slay the children throughout Bethlehem, he directed men to the hilly dwelling 

place of the family of Zacharias to kill John also. However, Elizabeth promptly hid the child. 

Enraged, at this King Herod sent his executioners to Zacharias in the Temple to slay him (for it 

happened that it was Zacharias’ turn again to serve in the Temple of Jerusalem). Zacharias was 

slain between the court and the temple and his blood coagulated and petrified on the stone pavers 

and remained a perpetual witness against Herod. Elizabeth hid with the child in a cave where 

she died soon after. The young child John remained in the wilderness alone under the care of 

God and God’s angels.  

-from the Prologue from Ohrid 

 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
The Lord said: “The eye is the lamp of the body. So if your eye is 

sound, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is blind, 

your whole body will be full of darkness.  

- Matthew 6:22-23  

Why is the “eye” so important? What does it mean that “the lamp of 

the body is the eye”? Our Lord in His teaching is telling us that the 

“eye” is meant the soul, for the eye is the window of the soul. In 

these words Our Lord says that we are not to blame our bodies for 

our sins. Our bodies are the servants of our souls. If our souls are 

corrupted, then so also will be our bodies. On the other hand, if our 

souls are clean, then our bodies will also be clean.  

It is not our bodies which control our lives, or even our minds, but our souls. And it is our souls 

that we are called on to cleanse, cultivate and refine first of all. It is the spiritual which has 

primacy in our lives. Once our souls are clean, then our minds and our bodies will also be 

cleaned. Our Lord continues to tell us that we cannot serve two Masters… No one can serve two 

masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 

despise the other. You cannot serve God and Mammon. Who are the two Masters? They are the 

master of the material world and the master of the spiritual world. One must be superior to the 

other. Thus we cannot serve God, the master of the spiritual, and Mammon, the master of the 

fallen world. The word Mammon is simply the word in the language spoken by Christ for 

“money”. This saying runs counter to the whole ideology of modernity. Our societies are called 

“capitalist”, for they are based on investments, stock exchanges, capital, in other words, money. 

Indeed the whole modern world is ruled by currencies, whether the dollar or some other currency 

dependent on the dollar. Furthermore, the philosophy which guides modern governments and 

much of human nature is called “monetarism”, in other words the belief in the primacy of money 

in human life and human motivation. Such a philosophy causes panic and depression both 

among those who have no money and also among those who have a lot, for such a philosophy 

excludes God from the workings of society and people.  

As children of Almighty God we stand before many challenges in this world. One of them is 

choosing the right Master. Which one will it be? Let us choose the ONE that will keep our lives 

“full of light”, full of happiness and true joy. As a parish family let us put the spiritual first, and 

then all other things will work out around that for our good and spiritual benefit of our loved 

ones. Amen. 



SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001 

PASTOR: FATHER GEOFFREY MACKEY 

Fr. Geoffrey's Direct Line: (412) 356-3698 
OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742 

FAX: 724-375-8776 
ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652 

PARISH EMAIL: stgbyz@gmail.com 
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org 

Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, David Klacik,                  E.C.F. coordinator: Jo Ann Hersh  

 Louisa Hersh                                              Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff 
Holy Mystery of Reconciliation …….…………………...................… Before and after Liturgies 
Holy Mysteries of Initiation ……..…………………..…………..….. Contact the church office 
Holy Mystery of Anointing …….…...……………..….… Ask prior to surgery or serious illness 
Holy Mystery of Marriage …….....….. Contact the church office eight months prior to wedding 
Religious Education Classes ………. September through May, following Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Pirohi Sales ……………………..….....………... 2nd Friday of each month, Sept. through May 
St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club …....….….…………. Everyone welcome to participate 

 “Look today to John the Baptist, an enduring model of fidelity to God and his Law. John prepared the way 

for Christ by the testimony of his word and his life. Imitate him with docile and trusting generosity.”  

-St. John Paul II 
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