January 19, 2020

Thirty Second Sunday after Pentecost

Happy Birthday Greetings this Week:
January 19: Cheryl Ferrand, January 23: Judy Dzumba,
January 24: Mary Elizabeth Olack, January 25: Megan Sirko

Wedding Anniversaries this Week:
None for the week

Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends and parish family members who are
sick at home or in a nursing facility and for all those who are in need of our prayers:

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Fighting the Good Fight with Faith

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! ~ Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki!
Propers for this Sunday: Resurrectional Tone: 7, pg. 156 - 158

Divine Services Schedule:
SUN., JAN. 19

THIRTY SECOND SUNDAY after PENTECOST

8:00 A.M.

Holy Rosary

8:30 A.M.

DIVINE LITURGY
+ Pamela Klacik, offered by David & Suzanne Klacik

SUN., JAN. 26

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY after PENTECOST, SUNDAY of ZACCHEAUS

8:00 A.M.

Holy Rosary

8:30 A.M.

DIVINE LITURGY

HOME – Eileen Batcha, Natalie Jugan-Diaz, Rebecca Dickun, Marianne Dove, Alice Haber, Jean
Herdt, Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin Joray, Mary Ann Jugan, Neil Jugan, Josephine Maruhnich, Mary
Salamon, John Simunick, Bonnie Taylor
Hunter’s Care Home (1916 Main St, Aliquippa, PA 15001) – Mary Poiarkoff
West Hills Health & Rehab Center (951 Brodhead Road, Coraopolis, PA 15108) – Margaret Klacik
Beaver Meadows (5130 Tuscarawas Rd, Beaver, PA 15009) - Angie Yuhasz
Brighton Rehabilitation and Wellness Center (246 Friendship Cir, Beaver, PA 15009) - Carole Panella
Epistle Readers: January 19: Jo Ann Hersh – January 26: Joanne Futato
Ushers: January 19: M. Bobanic/F. Hersh – January 26: R. Mudron/J. Yurosky
Troica Holders: January 19: R. Mudron – January 26: M. Bobanic
THE SANCTUARY LAMP
January 19 - 25, 2020

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for:
+ “Sis” Wilma Dobo
(In Loving Memory)
Offered By:
A friend

+ Pete Yanchik, in loving memory from his wife and family
(At St. Mary: Thursday, Jan. 30, 6:00 P.M. Divine Liturgy for Three Holy Hierarchs Holy Day)

Come! Receive the Light - As Jesus approached the blind man the blind man cried out and
said, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” The beggar’s hand was stretched out to
receive a penny from man but found himself receiving the gift of God. “Son of David, have
mercy on me!” He understood that Jesus was the Son of David, the David who had spared
the blind and the lame of the Jebusites (2 Sam 5:6-8). How did Jesus answer him? He said,
“Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” The blind man’s faith first gave him
life and then gave him bodily sight. (St. Ephrem the Syrian)

Jesus poses the same question from today’s Gospel to each one of us. “What do you want Me to do
for you?” If we say, “Give me a nice, fancy car,” we’ve missed the point of course. The blind man
responds, “Lord, that I may receive my sight”. We think, “Well, duh, of course, why wouldn’t any
blind person ask to be able to see?” Perhaps, but as one commentator says, the point of the passage
is this: the blind man’s inability to see is symbolic of our own spiritual blindness brought on by
sinful pride and lazy ignorance. Thus, another way of saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on
me!” is “Jesus Christ, Son of God, forgive me and heal me.” Receiving the forgiveness of God
through repentance and confession leads to the healing that cleanses our hearts and opens our
spiritual eyes to the presence and power of God in our lives and in the world around us. Jesus
emphasizes the matter during the Sermon on the Mount when He says, “Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God”.

It’s difficult to have more faith in God if it’s always being directed towards something or someone else.

Upcoming Calendar of Events
January 19, 26 ………..……………………………………………..… ECF classes in session
January 30 ………………………………………………….. Three Holy Hierarchs Holy Day
February 2 ………………….…………..…………………….. Meeting of the Lord Holy Day
February 14 ………………………………………………………………………… Pirohi Sale
February 15 ………………………………………………………… First All-Souls Saturday
February 23 ………………..……. Forgiveness Sunday, Lenten Soup Sale (info in bulletin)
February 24 ………………………………………………………………… Great Fast Begins

Sanctity of Life Sunday, January 19, 2020
Annual March for Life - Friday, January 24, 2020

Here's how you can participate from home!
Watch the opening Mass of the National Prayer Vigil for Life, broadcast live from the National
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, on EWTN and CatholicTV, 5:30 p.m. (EST),
Thursday, January 23, 2020. (FYI: There will be Byzantine Compline (Night Prayer) at 9:30
PM., though not televised)
You can also participate in the March by joining thousands of Catholics
nationwide in the annual Respect Life Novena, 9 Days for Life, Tuesday,
January 21 - Wednesday, January 29, 2020. Each day, a different
intention is accompanied by a short reflection, suggested actions, and
related information. Sign up to receive the novena by email, text message,
or an app at www.9daysforlife.com.
Prayer is the most powerful weapon we have against the evils of abortion and euthanasia. Work
together with other Americans to ensure the respect for life for everyone from the moment of
conception until the moment of natural death.
“Our prayers matter. Every prayer matters, and if you can't start at the beginning, jump in when
you can!" (Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York)

Lenten Soup Sale
There will be a sale of delicious homemade vegetable soup on Forgiveness
Sunday, February 23, to benefit the ECF program, just in time for your strict fast
needs. Our strict fast begins the next day, February 24. The soup will be $8.00 per
quart. There will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex and Center to order your soup.

A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will rise up throughout the
world. Through special initiatives and in daily prayer, may an impassioned plea rise to
God, the Creator and lover of life, from every Christian community, from every group and
association, from every family and from the heart of every believer. (Pope Saint John Paul II)

Contacting Father Geoff
From time to time, a parishioner may need to contact the priest about an issue of a more personal
or urgent pastoral matter.
To contact Fr. Geoff directly, you may dial 412-356-3698.

Welcome

For questions or concerns that are of a less urgent nature, please call the church office at 724-375-2742.

Welcome parishioners, visitors, and friends. We are glad that you have come to
worship with us today and pray that your participation in our parish will be
enriching to you. Following every Sunday Divine Liturgy, Fellowship Coffee and
doughnuts are served! We invite everyone to join us in the Center.

Do you have any news you would like published in our
bulletin? Please send articles and/or pictures to: stgbyz@gmail.com

Thirty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost
At that time, as Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind
man was sitting by the roadside begging; and
hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this
meant. They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing
by.” And he cried, “Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!” And those who were in front rebuked
him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the
more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”
In today’s Gospel reading the Lord encounters a
blind man sitting by the roadside of Jericho. This blind man, according to the account of St.
Mark was named Bartimeus, which means “son of honor”. And this Bartimeus, though
unfortunate in that he suffered from blindness, was truly a man of honor. He was a man of honor
because though his physical eyes were shut, his spiritual eyes were open; for he recognized Jesus
of Nazareth, Who was passing by that way, as the Messiah, the Son of David. And for this
reason, he cried out continually, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And in answer to
this cry, the Lord healed him of his physical blindness saying, “Receive your sight, your faith
has made you well!”

Now there are many lessons which we can draw from today’s Gospel reading:
There is the lesson of faith, for Bartimeus recognized Jesus as the Christ, calling Him by one of
His messianic titles, “the Son of David”, and believing that Jesus Christ could heal him. There
is the lesson of persistence, for Bartimeus refused to be silenced by the crowds but instead
continually cried out to the Lord until he heard the words, “Arise, be of good cheer; He is calling
you.” There is the lesson of thanksgiving, for not only did Bartimeus upon receiving his sight
follow Christ, glorifying God, but even all the people when they saw this gave glory to God.
On this Sunday let us make that promise to continually ask the Lord, like the once blind
Bartimeus, to open our eyes so that we might follow Him, walking in the ways of His
commandments. Try your best to make that effort as Christians to keep our spiritual eyes open
at all times, during the day and during the night. For in this way, we will not only rejoice with
Bartimeus as sons and daughters of honor, following Christ and giving glory to God, but we will
also become children of the day, sons and daughters of the light, and heirs of the Lord’s radiant
and heavenly kingdom. Amen.

Prayer for the Sanctity of Life
O Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son, Who are in the bosom of the
Father, True God, source of life and immortality, Light of Light, Who
came into the world to enlighten it: You were pleased to be conceived in
the womb of the Virgin Mary for the salvation of our souls by the power
of Your All-Holy Spirit. O Master, Who came that we might have life
more abundantly, we ask You to enlighten the minds and hearts of those
blinded to the truth that life begins at conception and that the unborn in
the womb are already adorned with Your image and likeness; enable us to guard, cherish, and
protect the lives of all those who are unable to care for themselves. For You are the Giver of Life,
bringing each person from non-being into being, sealing each person with divine and infinite love.
Be merciful, O Lord, to those who, through ignorance or willfulness, affront Your divine goodness
and providence through the evil act of abortion. May they, and all of us, come to the life of Your
Truth and glorify You, the Giver of Life, together with Your Father, and Your All-Holy and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Again we pray that You will grant to the people of this nation the will to do good, to
flee from evil, and to practice all righteousness, making us respectful of life and
sharers of Your blessings, caring for one another in mercy and truth.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy!
Excerpt from Christ Our Pascha
The Promise of the Messiah’s Coming. Immediately after their fall, God announces
to Adam and Eve his promise of salvation. Inasmuch as the human race was
deceived by the tempter by trusting in him, God sets enmity, a struggle between
them, to safeguard humanity from total subordination to evil: “I will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers” (Gn 3:15). In
this struggle, God promises humanity the ultimate victory: “He [i.e., the offspring
of the woman] will strike your [i.e., the serpent’s] head” (Gn 3:15). In the contest between good and
evil, in the end, good will overcome, as personified as the offspring of the woman. The assurance of
this victory emerges not from human efforts, but from the very Word of God, given in the promise.
This first proclamation of the Good News about the salvation of the human race is what the Church
calls the Protoevangelium. (#160)

Plant Something Spiritual
Every day you should try to plant in your soul something spiritual, which will eject something
worldly and sinful. Gradually, the old self will be disclaimed, and you will be able to move freely
in the spiritual realm. Replace the sinful images in your mind with holy ones. Replace songs
with hymns, worldly magazines with spiritual books. (Venerable father Paisios of Mount Athos)

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001

PASTOR: FATHER GEOFFREY MACKEY
Fr. Geoffrey's Direct Line: (412) 356-3698
OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742
FAX: 724-375-8776
ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org
Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, David Klacik,
E.C.F. coordinator: Jo Ann Hersh
Louisa Hersh
Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff
Holy Mystery of Reconciliation …….…………………...................… Before and after Liturgies
Holy Mysteries of Initiation ………………………..…………..….. Contact the church office
Holy Mystery of Anointing ………...……………..….… Ask prior to surgery or serious illness
Holy Mystery of Marriage ……....….. Contact the church office eight months prior to wedding
Religious Education Classes ………. September through May, following Sunday Divine Liturgy
Pirohi Sales ……………………..…...………... 2nd Friday of each month, Sept. through May
St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club …...….….…………. Everyone welcome to participate
"The love of God does not distinguish between the newly-conceived infant still in the mother's womb, the baby,
the youth, the grown adult or the elderly because in each of them He sees the sign of His own image and
likeness." (Pope Benedict XVI)

