February 10, 2019
Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee

Happy Birthday Greetings This Week:
February 10: David Klacik

Wedding Anniversaries This Week:
None for the Week

Please Pray For Our Sick and Shut-ins

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Glory to Jesus Christ ~ Glory Forever! Slava Isusu Christu! ~ Slava Na Viki!
Propers for this Sunday: pg. 146, Tone 5 and pg. 215

Divine Services for the Week:
SUN., FEB. 10
8:00 A.M.
8:30 A.M.

SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE
Holy Rosary
DIVINE LITURGY
+ Joseph Olack, offered in loving memory by Mary Elizabeth Olack

The Lord’s Day is the original feast day... a day of joy and freedom from work
SUN., FEB. 17
8:00 A.M.
8:30 A.M.

SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON
Holy Rosary
DIVINE LITURGY
+ Anna George, offered by Dolores DiGiovine

Have Mercy ….
Today we continue our preparation for the Great Fast as we hear the Gospel of the Publican and
Pharisee. The focus is on the two men who went into the temple to pray — one a Pharisee, a
very decent and righteous man of religion, and the other a Publican, a sinful tax collector who
was cheating the people. The first, although genuinely righteous, boasted before God and was
condemned according to our Lord. The second, although sinful, begged for mercy and received
it and was justified before God. The meditation is that neither the religious piety of the Pharisee
nor the repentance alone of the Publican can save us. We are called to see ourselves as we truly
are in the light of Christ’s teaching and to beg for his boundless and loving mercy.

Bulletins are available online for your convenience at
stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org/bulletin/

HOME – Margaret Barilla, Eileen Batcha, Natalie Jugan-Diaz, Rebecca Dickun, Marianne Dove, Alice
Haber, Jean Herdt, Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin Joray, Neil Jugan, Marion Malackanich, Josephine
Maruhnich, Carole Panella, Mary Salamon

Hunter’s Care Home (1916 Main St, Aliquippa, PA 15001) – Mary Poiarkoff
West Hills Health & Rehab Center (951 Brodhead Road, Coraopolis, PA 15108) – Margaret Klacik
Beaver Meadows (5130 Tuscarawas Rd, Beaver, PA 15009) - Paul Valiga, Angie Yuhasz
Epistle Readers – Feb. 10: Reaghan Cody – Feb. 17: Jo Ann Hersh
Ushers – Feb. 10: M. Bobanic/F. Hersh – Feb. 17: M. Mudron/T. Liller
Troica Holders – Feb. 10: M. Bobanic – Feb. 17: F. Hersh
THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP

February 10- 16, 2019

Burns before the real presence of our Lord
Health and God’s Blessings for:

Juliana Raychevich
Offered By:
Mother, Marge

“Everyone must give according to whatever he has inwardly
decided; not sadly, not grudgingly, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
(2 Cor 9:7)

Action Plan: Education / Social Ministry / Outreach

Super Bowl LIII Pool Fundraiser Winners

Evangelism is EVERYONE’S job. WE need to move forward with implementing our action
plan. EVERYONE can contribute something whether ideas or action. Our ECF program has
begun planning for Education. Our Social Ministry/Outreach is our next step. This is where
YOU come in. Ideas and suggestions can be discussed every week as needed during coffee hour.
We will also schedule meetings. Your involvement can be simple or multifaceted. Please see Jo
Ann Hersh, who was our parish representative at the Assembly, to plan your involvement. God
has entrusted this parish to us; its future is in our hands. Thank you!

First Quarter: Francis Hersh, Half Time: Betsy Mraovich, Third Quarter: Bud, Final: Bud (our
cleaning man). Thank you for your support!

Small steps: Lenten Bible Study planned.
New information on our website (Below):
OUR PARISH
We are a small but active parish with over a century of tradition located in historic Aliquippa,
Pennsylvania. The Divine Liturgy is celebrated every Sunday as well as Holy Days, with
Eastern Christian Formation classes offered to young parishioners following Sunday Liturgy.
We offer a variety of adult enrichment programs and other spiritual activities, as well as
pirohi sales, a flea market, parish picnics and parties, and so much more! We are “off the
beaten path” but close by and we welcome all from near and far to come and share in our
rich and historical tradition!
Aliquippa has a lifetime’s worth of powerful lessons to teach you about God, yourself, others,
and society. Those of us who have lived and attended Church in the community for some
time are comfortable here. The residents of Aliquippa are our neighbors. Sometimes the
thoughts of some not from our community create myths about our community that simply
aren’t so. The love of Christ is right here in our neighborhood.

Example of one Church’s Evangelization and Outreach Plan:
Call on volunteers to spearhead various committees. These will include preparing regular
catechetical information, arranging for guest speakers, planning parish outings and events,
organizing a parish retreat, updating their website as a major resource for parish and Eastern
Catholic information, getting their Church’s name in the local and Catholic newspapers,
developing an all-important welcome program for visitors, organizing classes for those
interested in joining the Catholic Church, developing spiritual and social outreach programs,
and more. Ask parishioners to please answer the call and offer your time and talent for the glory
of God.

Lenten Soup Sale
There will be a soup sale just in time for your strict fast needs. We will
sell delicious homemade vegetable soup on Forgiveness Sunday,
March 3 following Divine Liturgy. Our strict fast begins the next day,
March 4. The soup will be $8.00 per quart. There is an order form in
the Center.

Five-Week Bible Study for the Great Fast and Soup Supper
Beginning March 10, during the Great Fast, there will be a Bible Study video presentation along
with a soup supper every Sunday afternoon/evening (time to be announced) entitled Divine
Liturgy: Traveling through Scripture. Each participant will receive a small Book of the
Hours for the Great Fast. There will be time for discussion with guest participant Cory Bates,
Master of Theology Student at Franciscan University (studying under noted Theologian, author,
and lecturer Dr. Scott Hahn). Join us in the café/bar area of the Center every Sunday during the
Great Fast for spiritual reflection, fasting supper, and fellowship.
You don’t know what you don’t know so come and find out!
WELCOME
We extend a warm welcome to our parishioners, visitors, and friends. We are
glad that you have come to worship with us today and pray that your participation
in our parish will be enriching to you. Following every Sunday Divine Liturgy,
Fellowship Coffee and doughnuts are served! We invite everyone to join us in our café.

We are taking donations throughout the year for our annual Flea Market.
Any time you have an item to donate, please leave it in the Center.

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
Galatians 6:9

We Prepare for our Journey through the Great Fast …
In today’s parable of the Publican and the Pharisee from St.
Luke’s Gospel we see the humility of the Publican and its evil
opposite, the pride of the Pharisee. The Pharisee was not
condemned for doing righteous works or for meticulously
observing the religious rules and temple rituals of the Law.
Rather, he was condemned for judging another man, for using
a measure that he himself was not capable of truly fulfilling. He
was condemned because he did not care about his own hidden
sins and how truly impure he was before God.

Triodion Begins
The Lenten prayer book, the Triodion, begins today with the Sunday of the Publican and
Pharisee. This book is used until the end of the Great Fast on the Friday before Lazarus Saturday.
The Byzantine Church counts forty days consecutively from Monday after Cheese -Fare Sunday
to Friday before Lazarus Saturday for a total of forty days. Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday
are a two day feast interval before Great and Holy Week.

Non-Fasting Week

The Publican was not praised for his life of sin. Yet he was
justified because of his humility. He did not judge another man
since he was fully aware of his own sins and he had faith in God’s mercy. He also knew himself
and he wanted to change. He went to the temple knowing he was unworthy, but he knew Who
God is; with that knowledge he knew that God could change him. He did not think about
anything else except his own sin; that is why he looked at the ground and did not care about the
virtues or the vices of anyone else. He was justified because of his faith in the forgiveness of
God when we come to Him in repentance. Even in his very unworthiness, his humility made
him “worthy” to approach God and ask for forgiveness.
As we prepare for Lent (and for our Lenten confession) let us look at our lives in light of this
theme Together in the Holy Trinity … One Faith, One Church, One Future! and daily sing the
hymn from Matins “Open to me the gates of repentance, O Giver of Life…”
“Open to me the gates of repentance, O Giver of Life, for early in the morning my spirit hastens
to Your holy temple, bringing the temple of my body all defiled. But as one compassionate,
cleanse me, I pray, by Your loving-kindness and mercy”
– Idiomela Hymn of the Triodion

Thought for the Week...

“Let your prayer be completely simple. For both the publican

and the prodigal son were reconciled to God by a single phrase.”
Saint John Climacus, The Ladder of Divine Ascent, Step 28.5

Please remember that this week (from the Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee to the Sunday
of the Prodigal Son) according to our Liturgical calendar, is a fast free week. The prayer of
the Pharisee was to boast that he fasts twice a week. In order to eliminate all pride before
the beginning of the Great Fast, the holy fathers directed that we do not fast at all this week.

How Should we Respond to Betrayal?
Being betrayed by someone is one of the worst feelings ever.
Sometimes the emotional pain is far worse than that of physical pain.
The question is, how do we handle betrayal? The first thing our flesh
wants to do is get revenge. If not physically, then in our minds.
We must be still. We must take our minds off the situation and put
our focus on Christ. If we keep on thinking about the situation, then it will only build up anger.
We must give all our problems to the Lord. He will calm the storm within us. We must follow
the example of Christ who was also betrayed. Look at how much God forgave us.
Let’s forgive others. We must rest upon the Holy Spirit. We must ask the Holy Spirit to help us
love our enemies and to remove any bitterness and anger lurking in our hearts.
Understand that all the difficult things we face in life God will use it for His great purpose.
Just like Joseph said, “you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good.” (Genesis 50:20)
When you set your mind on Christ there is an amazing peace and love feeling that He will
provide. Go find a quiet place. Cry out to God. Allow God to help your pain and hurt. Pray for
your betrayer just like Christ prayed for His enemies.

”I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved
you, so you also should love one another.”
-John 13:34

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001
OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742
FAX: 724-375-8776
ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org
Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, David Klacik,
E.C.F.coordinator: Jo Ann Hersh
Bob Bartz, Louisa Hersh
Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff
Holy Mystery of Reconciliation………………………..................…Before and after Liturgies
Holy Mysteries of Initiation………………………………………..Contact the church office
Holy Mystery of Anointing ………...……………….…Ask prior to surgery or serious illness
Holy Mystery of Marriage ……....…Contact the church office eight months prior to wedding
Religious Education Classes………September through May, following Sunday Divine liturgy
Pirohi Sales …………………….…………….……………...….... 2nd Friday of each month
St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club…...………………. Everyone welcome to participate
Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
Together in the Holy Trinity … One Faith, One Church, One Future! Giving thanks to
God the Father through him.
(Colossians 3:17)

