
THIS WEEK’S SANCTUARY LAMP 

September 21 - 27, 2025 

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for: 

+ Joseph M. Haber 
(In Loving Memory) 

Offered By:  

John & Darlene Simunick 
 

September 21, 2025  

Sunday after the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
 

 

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Fighting the Good Fight with Faith 

 
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! ~ Slava Isusu Christu! Slava Na Viki! 

 
Propers for this Sunday: See Handout 

 

St. George Divine Services for the Week: 

SUN., SEPT. 21 …........ SUNDAY after the EXALTATION of the HOLY CROSS 

   8:30 A.M. …………… DIVINE LITURGY 
 + John Galzarano, requested by James Mudron 

WED., SEPT. 24 ……….  Holy Martyr Thecla, First Among Women and Equal to the Apostles  

    6:00 P.M. …………… DIVINE LITURGY 
For the Spiritual and Temporal Welfare of Alyssa Hoy, requested by Kara Rubino-Garvey 

THUR., SEPT. 25 ……... Falling Asleep of Holy Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian 

    6:00 P.M. …………... GREAT VESPERS with LITIJA 

FRI., SEPT. 26 …………. Falling Asleep of Holy Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian 

    9:00 A.M. …………... DIVINE LITURGY  

For healing of Rob Coen, requested by Carol Fellenstein 

SAT., SEPT. 27 ………. SIXTEENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

    7:00 P.M. …………… GREAT VESPERS 

SUN., SEPT. 28 ……… SIXTEENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

  8:30 A.M. ……………. DIVINE LITURGY 
                    For the People of St. George, St Mary, and St. Nicholas Chapel 

Birthdays  

None for the week 

Wedding Anniversaries: 

September 25: Dan & Jackie Pinchot 

Please Pray for Our Sick, Shut-ins, and those in need of prayer 
Eileen Batcha, Rebecca Dickun, Marianne Dove, Joanne Futato, Jean Herdt, Rebecca 
Hutcheon, Kevin Joray, Mary Ann Jugan, Neil Jugan, Mary Elizabeth Olack 
 

Josephine Maruhnich – Beaver Elder Care (616 Golf Course Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001)  

Betty Polas – Apple Blossom Senior Living (125 Apple Blossom Way, #307, Moon Twp., PA 15108)  

 
Epistle Readers – September 21: JoAnn Hersh – September 28: Dan Pinchot 

Ushers – Stand in as needed 

Troica Holders – September 21: F. Hersh – September 28: R. Mudron 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 About the Three-Barred Cross  
The Three-barred Cross is common to most Slavic countries. The three bars 

distinguish the Holy Cross as the Cross of Christ, as opposed to other crosses 

used in Western Christianity. The smaller upper bar represents the sign placed 

above the Lord’s head, which read, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews”. The 

slanted lower bar reflects the fate of the thieves crucified on either side of the 

Lord: one side pointing up to Paradise, the other downward to Hades. On either 

side of the Cross are often pictures the spear used to pierce the Lord’s side, and 

the pole with the sponge used to give Him sour wine to drink. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Regular Confessions Offered 
St. George …… 4:45-5:45 P.M. on Thursdays and before every Sunday Divine Liturgy 

St. Mary: 4:45-5:45 P.M. on Wednesdays and following every Sunday Divine Liturgy 

St. Nicholas …………..………….... 4:00-4:45 P.M. before Vigil Liturgy on Saturdays 

http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/resources/holynpk2.gif


Beaver County Byzantines Happenings… 

Cross of Gratitude at St. George until Next Sunday 

The cross of Gratitude continues its stay until next Sunday, 

September 28. There are multiple services during the week while 

the Cross is here. Enabling you to visit, pray and reflect, give 

thanks for the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ, and unite in 

wholehearted devotion. There will be a reception with Vitaliy 

Sobolivsky, the carver and caretaker of the Cross, following next 

Sunday’s Divine Liturgy. 

 
Women’s Day of Recollection 

On Saturday, October 4, there will be a day of Recollection for women at St. George Church 

including, Divine Liturgy, Continental breakfast, guest speaker, Akathist, and fellowship. 

Complete information is enclosed in today’s bulletin. 

Pirohi Season is Almost Here!!!  
Our pirohi sales will return on Friday, October 10 and will continue 

the second Friday of each month thereafter. Our pirohi project raises 

money to help support our Church AND BRINGS US TOGETHER 

FOR A SENSE OF COMMUNITY. It is the community that unites 

us to our Creator, and unites us to one another, in a communion of love! Join us for this 

important tradition for our St. George Church either by volunteering or purchasing pirohi. 

Information on workdays and times will be announced. 

 
Visit the Church Store - The Church Store in the Center has NEW icons, chotkis, and 

other items! There will be more new merchandise in the coming weeks. Remember to shop 

at our store whenever you need a gift for someone or for yourself. We have a nice selection 

for you whether you are starting an icon corner, adding to your existing one in your home, 

or to assist in your personal prayer life. 

 
Fellowship Hour - We extend a warm welcome to our parishioners, 

visitors, and friends. We are thankful that you have come to worship with 

us today. We invite you to join us following the Sunday Divine Liturgy for 

Fellowship coffee and doughnuts in the Center TODAY and every Sunday!  

We invite EVERYONE to STAY and join us. 

 
Fr. Anthony will be away until the afternoon of Thursday, September 25th. Fr. Luke 

Iyengar will cover our Wednesday evening liturgy. Please call Fr. Joseph Raptosh, 

our Protopresbyter, at St. Michael Byzantine Catholic Church in Canonsburg at 724-745-

7117 in case of a sacramental emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“When you make the sign of the cross on the forehead, 

arm yourself with a saintly boldness; for you are not 

ignorant that the cross is a prize beyond all price. 

Consider what is the price given for your ransom, and you 

will never more be slave to any man on earth. This reward 

and ransom is the cross. You should not then, carelessly 

make the sign on the forehead, but you should impress it 

on your heart with the love of a fervent faith. Nothing 

impure will dare to molest you on seeing the weapon, 

which overcomes all things.” 

(Saint John Chrysostom) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary Divine Services for the Week: 

SUN., SEPT. 28 …................... SIXTEENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

    11:00 A.M. …………............  DIVINE LITURGY 
+ John Moskorisin, requested by the Barclay Family 

 

St. Nicholas Chapel Divine Services for the Week: 

SAT., SEPT. 27 ………........... SIXTEENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

    5:00 P.M. ………….……..... DIVINE LITURGY 
 +Aracelli Viso Kimball, requested by Laura Bachurski 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjaxtLXzJPSAhXHRiYKHZHUBoEQjRwIBw&url=https://clipartfest.com/categories/view/c2d8e5d5898429ac9788cf129a5e1f9a42ee3600/fellowship-clip-art.html&bvm=bv.147134024,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNElHDHhI4fn6pHB4zh3-L6jBa_dBw&ust=1487299503205739


 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday after the Exaltation of the Cross 
THE Lord said, "If any want to become My 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow Me. For those who want to 

save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 

life for My sake, and for the sake of the 

Gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to 

gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, 

what can they give in return for their life? Those 

who are ashamed of Me and of My words in this 

adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son 

of Man will also be ashamed when He comes in 

the glory of His Father with the holy angels. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who 

will not taste death until they see that the Kingdom of God has come in power.” 

 
What are the defining features of the followers of Christ? It's a three-step process: 1. denying 

ourselves, 2. taking up our cross, 3. following Christ. 

 

1. How do we deny ourselves? By stopping being selfish, egotistical, narcissistic. In other 

words, by putting others ahead of ourselves. This does not mean that we do not take care of 

ourselves, rather we take care of ourselves by helping others. It's easy to become self-centered. 

Christ's followers work towards becoming Christ-centered. 

 

2. What is the cross? In the times of Jesus Christ, crucifixion was the most horrific punishment 

possible. Roman citizens were urged to not even think about crucifixion. It was just a horrible, 

painful, and slow death. For Christians, the cross has become the sign of victory, a weapon that 

helps defeat evil. To take up our cross means taking our life - with all its joys and happy 

moments, with all the pain and suffering, with all the flaws, and death - accept it and embrace 

it, as hard as it may be, and stumble towards God, in imitation of Christ. For Christ it was not 

easy also. He was beaten, ridiculed, and physically nailed to the cross. A little side anecdote. 

There was a man who complained to Jesus that his cross was too much for him, there was no 

way he was going to finish the course, so to say. So, Christ took him into a big storage room, 

full of crosses, and said, "Fine, pick any cross you like." There were crosses of all sizes. The 

man spent some time looking at them but could not find one that he liked. Then he turns around 

and sees a cross by the door. Then he said, "I like this one. It looks like the cross that would fit 

me." And Jesus said, "That's the cross you left when you walked in here."  

 

3. Following Christ does not necessarily mean more happiness or less suffering. In Christ, any 

happiness and suffering we experience will find its fulfillment. We can share our joy with those 

around us, especially those who are suffering, in this way co-suffering with them. And when we 

suffer, we can let others co-suffer with us.  

 

We should take comfort in the fact that Christ saved us by suffering for us. Suffering is salvific.  

Father Aleksey Paranyuk 

A Note from Fr. Anthony 

Dear Parishioners,  

The Cross of Gratitude continues to visit St. George this week. As I already had a few 

days of vacation planned and an airline ticket bought, Fr. Luke Iyengar has graciously 

agreed to celebrate Wednesday evening Divine Liturgy. I will be back to celebrate the 

rest of the Divine Services. I will be traveling in October as well for our clergy retreat 

and a trip to the West Coast. I try to schedule most of my vacation time for a time of 

the year when there are no major liturgical celebrations.  

Invite all of your friends and family to make a pilgrimage and pray with us during 

these special days. Thanks to Fr. Schreck from St. Augustine parish, we also have 

a relic of the True Cross present at St. George during these days of prayer, and I 

will give blessings with it following all Divine Services.  

Please note that on Sunday, September 28th, there will be a social following the 8:30 

liturgy at St. George with Vitaliy Sobolivskyy, the sculptor of the Cross of Gratitude, 

before he takes the cross. Please consider making a donation to him (we have a box to 

collect money) as he has transported the cross to us free of charge and he lives in New 

Jersey! 

Due to the exceptional nature of this week all weekday services will be held at St. 

George. However, next week we will celebrate an All-Night Vigil and Divine Liturgy 

at St. Mary's only for the Protection of the Theotokos.  

Weekly pirohi sales resume at St. Mary's this Friday, September 26th. Call in 

orders accepted from 9am-11am on Wednesdays and Walk-ins welcome beginning at 

10:00am on Fridays. Please call 724-266-8642 and not the office phone number! 

Sunday, October 5th, we will have food and the parish open house as we did last 

year at St. Mary's. We will have 9:45am Matins with one combined liturgy at 

11:00am at St. Mary's. 

A reminder to sign up for the women's morning of recollection at St. George Saturday, 

October 4th (See flyer for details).  

In Christ,  

Fr. Anthony  

http://www.singac.com/looking-ahead-to-next-sunday/march-31-mark-834-91-followers-of-christ


ST. GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001 

PRIEST: FATHER ANTHONY COSTANTINO  
Fr. Anthony’s Cell #: (878) 226-0878 
ST. GEORGE PHONE: 724-375-6652 
PARISH EMAIL: stgbyz@gmail.com 

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org  
Religious: Sr. Mary Virginia O’ Carm 

Holy Protection Convent, 1000 Clinton St. 724-378-0238 
Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, Louisa Hersh, David Klacik, Dan Pinchot 

Grounds Keepers: Rich Mudron, Rob Dzumba, Francis Hersh 

Holy Mystery of Reconciliation …….….… Thursdays 4:45-5:45 P.M. & before Sunday Liturgy  
Holy Mysteries of Initiation ……..………….…….…..…………………..….. Contact the priest 
Holy Mystery of Anointing ……..… Contact the priest prior to surgery or in the event of illness 
Holy Mystery of Marriage ………........……….. Contact the pastor six months prior to wedding 
Pirohi Sales ……………………....…...…….…………....... 2nd Friday of each month, Oct. - May 
St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club… All men & women are members and welcome to participate 
Opportunities for Stewardship .......…Church and grounds cleaning and maintenance: Every 
Saturday, Pirohi making: 2nd week of each month, October – May, Flea Market and food sale: June 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


