January 5, 2020

Sunday before Theophany

Happy Birthday Greetings this Week:
January 5: Betty Polas, January 6: Sarah Mingrino,
January 10 – Anne Gural, Jessie Sirko, January 11- Dianne Ketterer

Wedding Anniversaries this Week:
None for the week

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Fighting the Good Fight with Faith

Christ is Baptized! In the Jordan! ~ Christos Krescajetsja! Vo Jordani!
Propers for this Sunday: Resurrectional Tone: 5, pg. 146, and Sunday before Theophany, pp. 309 - 312

Divine Services Schedule:
SUN., JAN. 5
8:00 A.M.
8:30 A.M.

SUNDAY before THEOPHANY
Holy Rosary
DIVINE LITURGY
+Andrew Yuhasz, offered by Yuhasz family

MON., JAN.6
6:00 P.M.

THEOPHANY of our LORD
DIVINE LITURGY and GREAT BLESSING of WATER
Day of obligation

SUN., JAN.12
8:00 A.M.
8:30 A.M.

SUNDAY after THEOPHANY
Holy Rosary
DIVINE LITURGY
For the Parishioners

Feast of Theophany
For the Theophany of Our Lord on Monday, January 6, Divine Liturgy with the
Great Blessing of Water will be celebrated at 6:00 P.M. Be here to celebrate this
Major Feast Day (obligation) and to witness the Great Blessing of Water!
Among the various petitions mentioned in the ceremony during the blessing of the water is the
sanctification of homes. With this the Church imposes a duty and obligation upon the priests to
bless the homes of the faithful entrusted to their pastoral care at the beginning of the New Year.
Theologically speaking, the blessing of homes constitutes an invocative blessing, meaning that
by his prayer and by the sprinkling of the Holy Water the priest invokes God’s protection upon
the home and those living in it.

Please pray for our parishioners and friends who struggle with sickness, pain,
hardship, or any special need:

HOME – Eileen Batcha, Natalie Jugan-Diaz, Rebecca Dickun, Marianne Dove, Alice Haber, Jean
Herdt, Rebecca Hutcheon, Kevin Joray, Mary Ann Jugan, Neil Jugan, Josephine Maruhnich, Mary
Salamon, John Simunick, Bonnie Taylor
Hunter’s Care Home (1916 Main St, Aliquippa, PA 15001) – Mary Poiarkoff
West Hills Health & Rehab Center (951 Brodhead Road, Coraopolis, PA 15108) – Margaret Klacik
Beaver Meadows (5130 Tuscarawas Rd, Beaver, PA 15009) - Angie Yuhasz
Brighton Rehabilitation and Wellness Center (246 Friendship Cir, Beaver, PA 15009) - Carole Panella
Epistle Readers: January 5: Reaghan Cody – January 12: Louisa Hersh
Ushers: January 5: M. Bobanic/J.Yurosky – January 12: F. Hersh/R. Mudron
Troica Holders: January 5: F. Hersh – January 12: R. Dzumba
THE SANCTUARY LAMP
January 5 - 11, 2020

Burns before the real presence of our Lord for:
Louis Rossi
(In Loving Memory)
Offered By:
Daughter Isabel & Ed Maruhnich

The Solemn Blessing of Water, in commemoration of Christ’s Baptism in the
Jordan, is the main feature of the Feast of Theophany. St. Gregory the
Wonderworker commented: “The Lord, Who has come upon the Jordan River,
through its streams transmitted sanctification to all streams (of water).” And
precisely, in our liturgical books, the blessing of water is referred to as The Blessing
of Jordan (0. SI. ” Osvjaschenije Jordanovo”), since it is considered as the re-enactment of Christ’s
baptism. By His baptism in the Jordan, Our Saviour imparted upon water a mystical power of
sanctification, a “sign of heavenly streams” of divine grace. (cf. St. Gregory the Wonderworker, Ibid.)

In the Old Slavonic, the feast of Theophany is called “Bohojavlenije,” equivalent to the
Greek “Theophany,” which means the manifestation of the Godhead.

Upcoming Calendar of Events
January 5 …………………….………………………………………….. ECF Classes Resume
January 6 ….…. Feast of Holy Theophany, Divine Liturgy and Great Blessing of water, 6:00 P.M.
January 10 …………………………………………………………………….……. Pirohi Sale
January 12, 19, 26 …………………………………………………..… ECF classes in session
January 30 ………………………………………………….. Three Holy Hierarchs HolyDay
February 2 ………………….…………..…………………….. Meeting of the Lord Holy Day
February 14 ………………………………………………………………………… Pirohi Sale
February 23 ………………..……….
Forgivenessfor
Sunday,
Lenten SoupFeast
Sale (info to follow)
Seasonal Christian Greeting
the Theophany
February
24
…………………………………………………………………
Fast Begins
The greeting that we salute each other with through January 14 is ChristGreat
is Baptized!
The

response is In the Jordan! And in Slavonic, Christos Krescajetsja! With the response Vo
Jordani! Let us glorify the Lord this festive season by greeting and responding with this
traditional custom celebrating the Lord Jesus’ Baptism!

Pirohi Sale This Week
Our next pirohi sale will be this Friday, January 10. Tell your
family, friends, and neighbors about our pirohi sale too. If you
can spare some time to help make pirohi, work begins
Tuesday, January 7 at 9:00 A.M., other work days determined
as we go. Friday, the day of the sale, come any time in the
morning to help. Any amount of time you can spare will be
greatly appreciated. Thank you! To order call: 724-375-6652
or order in person today.

House Blessing
Following the celebration of the Feast of Theophany of Our Lord, Fr. Geoff will
begin the blessing of homes for our parish. Those parishioners who wish to
have their house blessed are asked to fill out the form, which is available in
the Narthex and Center. Each household that requests this blessing will be
contacted by phone to schedule this pastoral visitation. In preparation for your
house blessing, please follow the guidelines, which are published in the bulletin.

Wherefore, O Master, sanctify this water by your Holy Spirit!
Grant sanctification, blessing, cleansing, and health to all who touch it, are
blessed with it, or who partake of it…

Questions about Holy Water
Q. Does holy water have magical powers?
A. No. But it is matter that is “spirit-bearing” which brings the blessing of
God, cleansing, healing, and can be used for every purpose that is expedient.
Q. Where should I keep the holy water?
A. Some keep the holy water in their icon corner and others in the refrigerator.
Q. Why should I have my home blessed?
A. As our souls, so also our homes become tainted by the sins of those living in them and,
consequently, lose God’s protective power. Every year, then, at the Feast of Theophany, they should
be blessed again to secure for them God’s blessings and protection. As we renew the insurance on
our home every year, so we should renew our insurance of God’s protection and his blessing which
is of greater importance and more effective. As we welcome our priest during the holy season of
Theophany to bless our home, let us be mindful that he is bringing to us the ” blessing of Jordan,”
and that unless God protect and bless our home, we “labor in vain.” (Ps. 127:1)

Excerpt from Christ Our Pascha
The Consequences of the Fall. However, God did not turn away from
humankind, but continued to abide with it, granting it hope for salvation: “Before his visible advent in the flesh, the Logos [i.e., Word] of God dwelt among
the patriarchs and prophets in a spiritual manner, prefiguring the mysteries of his
advent.” The source of humankind’s hope is the love of God the Father, who
grants his promise of salvation. (#158)

Do you have any news you would like published in our
bulletin? Please send articles and/or pictures to: stgbyz@gmail.com

Q. When should I drink holy water?
A. When you feel a spiritual need, that is when you find yourself strongly tempted; feel in an
evil way; are about to set out on a journey; will miss the divine services; before a difficult
encounter; in illness, afflictions, etc. It is a custom among our people to drink of the Holy Water
for the “purification of their souls and bodies and cure of their weakness.” This custom is very
ancient and came to us with the ritual itself. The taking of the Holy Water to our homes is to
have in it a fount of continued blessings and protection against all evil.

Christ is Baptized! In the Jordan!

Sunday before Theophany

Theophany of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Mark 1:1-8 - The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, "Behold, I send my
messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way; the voice of
one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight -- " John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness,
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And
there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, and had a
leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, "After me
comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and
untie. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." (RSV)

We celebrate the Theophany of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Theophany
means the “Manifestation of God”. Our Lord's Baptism by St. John the
Forerunner in the Jordan was the beginning of His public ministry. All
three Persons of the Trinity were shown forth at one time and place: the
Father testified from on high to the Divine Sonship of Jesus; the Son
received His Father's testimony; the Holy Spirit was seen in the form
of a dove descending from the Father and resting upon the Son.

Baptized in the Spirit – Let us treat here briefly of the different kinds of baptism. Moses baptized,
but in water, in the cloud and in the sea; but this he did figuratively. John also baptized, not indeed
in the rite of the Jews, not solely in water, but also for the remission of sins; yet not in an entirely
spiritual manner, for he had not added: “in the spirit.” Jesus baptized, but in the Spirit; and this is
perfection. There is also a fourth baptism, which is wrought by martyrdom and blood, in which
Christ himself was also baptized, which is far more venerable than the others, in as much as it is not
soiled by repeated contagion. There is yet a fifth, but more laborious, by tears; with which David
each night bedewed his bed, washing his couch with tears.
(St. Gregory Nazianzen, Oration 39)

More about Holy Water
St. Basil the Great affirms that the blessing of water came to us as a “mystical tradition” and that the
water, through the prayer and blessing of the priest, receives a “quickening power of the Holy Spirit.”
St. Ambrose also taught that it was the Holy Spirit Who “consecrated the waters through the prayer
of the minister.” Consequently, in the prayer for the blessing of the water we always find the
epiklesis-the invocation of the Holy Spirit.

Live Webinar
BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST

A New Beginning Bible Study

As we launch into this New Year and celebrate the upcoming
Feast of Theophany, we invite you to register for our
Presented by Rev. Deacon Daniel Dozier
Wednesdays, January 8, 15, & 22
upcoming bible study exploring the mysteries of initiation
8:00 – 9:00 P.M. Eastern Time
into the Church and our identity as the people of God. There
are many good resolutions to make for the beginning of the year, but none is more important than
the resolution to deepen our relationship with Christ and our knowledge of him.
Register at: http://easterncatholic.org/events. All webinars will open 30 minutes ahead of
time for questions and pre-class discussion. Please join us! Flyers are available in the Center.
The Mystery of Initiation & the Identity of the People of God

Our holy father John Chrysostom in his Discourse on the Baptism of
Christ explains clearly this Feast: “Why then is this day called Theophany? Because Christ made
Himself known to all - not then when He was born - but then when He was baptized. Until this
time, He was not known to the people and the people did not know Him.”

Instruction for House Blessing

Christ is Baptized! In the Jordan!

Blessing homes is done each year on or after the Feast of
Theophany of Our Lord. This act is the central sign of
God’s sanctification of all things through Christ’s baptism
in the river Jordan and his epiphany to the world.
The house being cleaned and ready, we dress in an
honorable manner (as we would for Church). When the
priest arrives, we greet him at the door, having turned off
any radio, TV, or other noise based element. Animals that
may cause disruption by being startled by the sprinkling water should be placed out of the way.
On a small table before icons, a small bowl full of newly blessed water is placed. Together with
a list of names of those who reside in the home, a lighted candle is also placed on the table.
These items are arranged prior to the arrival of the priest. At the beginning of the service for the
blessing of the home, a family member leads the priest throughout the home, carrying the lighted
candle. The rest of the household follows and then returns to the table for the final prayer and
blessing with water upon those present.

SAINT GEORGE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
1001 Clinton Street- Aliquippa, PA 15001

PASTOR: FATHER GEOFFREY MACKEY
Fr. Geoffrey's Direct Line: (412) 356-3698
OFFICE PHONE: 724-375-2742
FAX: 724-375-8776
ST. GEORGE CENTER: 724-375-6652
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stgeorgebyzantinecatholicchurch.org
Cantors: Jo Ann Hersh, David Klacik,
E.C.F. coordinator: Jo Ann Hersh
Louisa Hersh
Facilities Supervisor: John Poiarkoff
Holy Mystery of Reconciliation…….…………………....................…Before and after Liturgies
Holy Mysteries of Initiation…………………………..……………..Contact the church office
Holy Mystery of Anointing ………...……………..….…Ask prior to surgery or serious illness
Holy Mystery of Marriage ……....…..Contact the church office eight months prior to wedding
Religious Education Classes……….September through May, following Sunday Divine Liturgy
Pirohi Sales ……………………..…...………... 2nd Friday of each month, Sept. through May
St. George Ladies’ Guild & Men’s Club…...….….…………. Everyone welcome to participate

Therefore you will joyously draw water from the springs of salvation.
Isaiah 12:3

